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AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY. 



PROCEEDINGS 

ANNUAL MEETING, 

HELD AT ANTiqCfAHIAN HALL, IN WOKCESTER, 
OCTOBER TWENTy-TIIlBD, 1843. 



In the absence oflbe President, Hon. Edward Everett, the 
meeting was called to order by Hod. Joun Davib, Vice-President, 

who addressed the Society as follows : 

Gentlemen: — Recent events have brought to our recollection 
occurrences which it seems proper to notice before we proceed 
to the business of this meeting;. 

This association has been incorporated thirty-one years, and 
in the hands of wise, able, and efllcient benefactors, has acquired 
strength, tirmness, and character, which promise to make it an 
institution of great and lasting usefulness. Tlie library contains 
about 14,000 volumes, exclusive of several thousands deposited 
in the hail that belong to others. While we cannot claim for 
tbis collection, which is derived almost entirely fram the benevo- 
lence of donors, the high character which often belongs to great 
selections made with care, into which nothing that is not es- 
teemed for ils intrinsic merit is permitted to enter, yet we find 
from expel t;nce, tliat our books are much visited by scholars, and 
often afford information which it is difficult, if not impossible, to 
find elsewhere. In this way we have constant proofs of the grow- 
ing usefulness of the iustitutiou, and its lucreasiug importance iu 
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the estimation or t!ic learned and 1 he curious. But you will lenrn 
the state of our affairs in a satisfactory manner from the reports 

which ivill be subiiiiUed. 

Beginning as we did, with almost noliiing, we dwell with 
grateful recollection upon the fscl, that the distinguished munifi- 
cence of the late Isaiah Thomas, who was emphatically the foun- 
der of the B(:Bociaiion,gaYe toit, not only vitality, hut the strength 
and ability to make itself respectable and useful. Hia unwearied 
tliligence, and liis bounty, which is destined to live for ages to 
come, will at all times be regarded by this society as the ofTspring 
of a generous and noble spirit, striving to rescue from the general 
decay and waste of the past, whatever might be useful, enter- 
taining, or curious, in subsequent ages. Peace to his ashes t 
The pursuit was worthy ofa comprehensive, benevolent, and sa- 
gacious mind. This liall and tills library will endure as inORt>- 
inenls of his memory long aAer the granite tomb in which his 
remains rest shall have fallen into decay. 

Associated with him from the beginning, aa a friend, as an ef- 
ficient, learned co-laborer, and as an officer of this corporation, 
who shared largely in its labors and councils, was the hie Doctor 
Bancroft ; a gentleman distinguished alike for clear, comprehen- 
jiive, and accurate views of subjects. His learning, zeal, and wis- 
dom, nil contributed to sustain the institution, and to reflect credit 
iipon its character and transactions, when it had little to rely 
upon except the promise of future usefulness. His steady and 
constant support entitles his memory to be cherisiied with the 
veneration and respect due to one whose purity of life, wisdom, 
andexemplary deportment, left his honored name without reproach. 
Among out early and steady friends, we may number another 
distinguished for his love of antiquarian research, and his able 
and friendly support. Tlie late Ll. Gov. Winthrop proved him- 
self on all occasions a firm, sieadfaat, sincere, and able friend. 
As far as was in his power, he let no opportunity escape him to 
promote our interests and prosperity. His benevolence and bis 
labors were active, efficient, and untiring. He, too, has gone 
down to the tomb, leaving a void at our board which we sliall 
long feel and deplore. 

To the learning, the wisdom and benevolence, of these patri- 
archs of our association, wc owe much of the dititiiictiou which 



we enjoy. In iheir example of untiring perseverance, — in iheir 
love of iiistoric truth, — in iheir zeal for the advancement of 
knowledge, iliey so much excelled, that it will be praise which 
may well satisfy an ordinary ambition lo equal their merits. 

While the original pillars of otir edifice hare, one after another, 
been falling by ihe common lot of humanity, and are thus iden- 
tified with the past only, leaving the fabric to be upheld by otli- 
ers, vie have had occasion also to deplore other bereavements not 
less afflictive in iheir character. 
. ' The death of our late Librarian was noticed in the last volume 
of our transactions, in which we bore testimony to the singular 
merits of that excellent officer, and expressed our deep regret at 
his sudden, untimely death. All who knew him, and enjoyed hii 
friendship, felt deeply and sincerely the loss of one so amiable, so 
learned, and so enlhosiasiically devoted to the best interests of our 
association. The shock was the greater, and our disappointment 
the more painful, because death snatched from us one in the prime 
of manhood, who gave promise of a Jong and useful life, which 
had been Ireely and voluntarily consecrated lo our service. These 
considerations are the more forcibly impressed upon our minds, as, 
since our last semi-annual meeting, we have lost another member 
by deaih, whose face we have been accustomed to see on ihese 
occasions, and who has almost uniformly, for a series of years, 
given us, in one form or another, the fruits of his gifted mind. 
William Lincoln, with whom, in our joint labors, we have been 
so long and so inlimately associated, that he seemed like a broth- 
er, will meet us no more in these mansions of earth. After a 
brief but painful sickness he sank into the arms of death, and hii 
remains now repose itt the Rural Cemetery, in the spot selected 
and prepared by him for their reception. He was, as we all 
know, in the meridian of life — in the midst of the age of useful- 
ness — wiien mental and physical vigor combine to give the 
strength and courage, which carry men forward in their career 
with the greatest power and success. The silvery tones of that 
harmonious voice, to which we have often listened with profit 
and delight, are now hushed in the silence of the grave. Me 
will be no more among us to council us with his wisdom, or lo 
lighten our toils by his labor. But we shall not — we cannot for- 
get him, for he has been a friend, sure and steadfast, from the day 
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when he became a member to tlie close of his life; and snch 
friend — so active — so disinlerested — so generous — so Tuithful, 
nnd soindefatigable in firomoling our prosperity, it has seldom 
fallen to the lot of any public cliarity to possess. His merits 
as a member of this body were so great, that it seemed lo me 
unbecoming in us to permit this occasion to pass withoiu some 
expression of our gratitude for his services and liberality, and 
some manifestation of our sorrow, at the loss of one who must bo 
numbered among our most enlightened, eliicient, and able 
supporters. 

This is not the time to do justice to the character or fame of 
one, who in so brief a life, and in (he midst of professional la- 
bors, accomplished so raur.h ; but I may, I tru^t, be permitted to 
glance at some of the leading traits of his history. 

Mr. Lincoln was the son of the late Levi Lincoln of Worces- 
ter, who, in his time, was an eminent advocate at the bar, great- 
ly distinguished among his cotemporaries for his eloquence, and 
for the various olfices of high trust and confidence which he en- 
joyed. William was the son of his old age, and growing up after 
the father had relinquished public business, he was chiefly edu- 
cated under his immediate care and instruction, until he was pre- 
pared to enter College. Gov. Lincoln, like many others who 
have cultivated a taste for the classics, found in them a most 
agreeable refuge, when other more urgent demands upon his 
time ceased lo engage his attention. Although his eyesight was 
greatly impaired, ho was able, with the help of the large print of 
folio editions, lo read the Latin, and probably the Greek writers. 
To this love of letters was William indebted for so able and gifl- 
ed a teacher, while passing through his preparatory studies. At 
this early period of his career, he was distinguished among boys 
ofhisagefor the exlent of his acquisitions, as well as for the 
maturity of his intellect. On one occasion, while a lad, he was 
selected to deliver an address on the 4th of July, before his com- 
panions, and acquitted himself in a manner that would have done 
credit to riper years. 

In 1820, he entered the junior class in Harvard University, and 
was graduated in 1822, when he entered upon the study of the law, 
and was admitted to the practice in 1825. He commenced and 
continued business in Worcester, until he died ; and although as 
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his Tricnds well know, llie [aw wna not a favorite puTBuit, and ofieo 
gave place to a higher and stronger laste for literature, yel in all 
his engagements, he acquitted himself in a manner which proved ' 
that he was not deficient in legal learning, and possessed that 
clear and accurate discrimination, which is the basis of success in 
the profession. He, however, engaged in the practise of the law, 
not so much from inclination, as from the conviction, that a reg- 
ular and reputable employment of some iiind, is necessary to 
every man, who would gain the esteem and confidence of the i 

public. 

Mr. Lincoln's habits of industry, and his merits, attracted atten* i 

tion and speedily brought him forward as a young man of great j 

promise. Becoming connected with the press, and the periodi- • 

cals of the day, he soon established a high reputation as a writer, | 

both of prose and verse. The vein of good humor in which he ] 

often indulged, and which imparted a racinesstoinany of his fugi- 
tive productions, established for him the reputation of a wit, as 
well as that of a scholar. 

In 1825, moved chiefly by his great love ol historical research, 
he, in connection with our late lamented Librarian, established a 
periodical, called "The Worcester Magazine, and Historical Jour- 
nal," in which, as a leading object, they intended, if practicable, 
to publish an outline of the history of the county of Worcester, 
and also a history of each of the towns. This work was contin- 
ued until two octavos, of about four hundred pages each, were 
issued from the press, when it was relinquished for the want 
of patronage. It contains a history of the county, from the pen 
of the late Isaac Goodwin, Esq., and the histories of eight towns, 
from the pens of as many authors, some of which are executed 
witli signal ability. Their plan was, by these local histories, " to 
place on permanent re cor J, the relics fast fading from memory," 
that the material for general history might thus be preserved. 
They were among the early and successful patrons of this branch 
of literature, and perhaps did more than any others to excite pub- 
lic attention to its importance, and to call into existence the nu- 
merous and valuable histories of towns which have since 
speared. 

While the Magazine had great merits as an histoiical work, it 
was by no means deficient in other entertaining and inslmctive 
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matter, antl was, on the whole, a work highly creditable to ita 

industrious and learned Editors. 

At this time Mr Lincoln commenced, probubly with a view to 
ils publicniion in the Magazine, a history of ihe town of Worces- 
ter — hut ibis work, which was upon his hands for several years, 
appeared, in lt^37, in an octavo of about 4UU pages. It is execu- 
ted with great ability throughout, and demanded a patient toil, a 
laborious investigation, which merit a fame greater than so 
limited a history can confer. 

"One, who has no practical .acquaintance witli this kind of in- 
tesligation, can form no just conception of the toil necessary to 
sift out the truth from the confused reminiscences of early his- 
tory, and to place in chronological order such incidents and oc- 
currences as are worlh preserving. The writer of this article 
entertains no doubt, that Mr. Lincoln spent weeks in attempting 
to form a map of the town, from the ancient surveys of the farma 
and tracts of land, as recorded in the proprietors' books, but ow- 
ing to the imperfection of the surveys and of the record, the labor 
was wasted. With a similar diligence and scrutiny, he examined 
every possible source of history, sparing no labor or expense in 
investigating town, county, state, and proprietors' records, the 
ancient files of ihe provincial and colonial governments, and the 
papers of private individuals, together with all printed matter 
which had the remotest tendency to elucidate the subject. No- 
thing was left to conjecture — nothing in uncertainty, but with a 
fidelity that is seldom surpassed, he registered only such facts an 
were sustained by satisfactory evidence of their truth. 

This is the great merit of Mr. Lincoln as a historian and an 
antiquarian, that his perceptions of truth were seldom blinded 
by a credulous, indiscriminate respect, for reminiscences and 
traditions. 

While he was thus apparently absorbed in literary and profes- 
sional pursuits, his active mind was not indilTerent to public af- 
iairs, or to the interests of the town which he was often chosen 
to represent in the Legislature. The various, complicated, and 
important duties assigned to him in that body, and elsewhere, 
sufficiently attest the respect which was entertained for hira. 

In 1837, the Legislature authorized the Governor to procnre 
tiie publicalioa of the journals of each provincial congress of 
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MassBchuaetta, and orauch papers connected with tliose recoida, 
as ivould illustrate tlie patriotic exertions of the people of tlie 
state in tlic revolutionary contest ; and the Governor appoiiiled 
Mr. Lincoln to make tlie selection and to snperiDieiid the publi- 
cation. This worlt, wliicli resulted iu a volume of 77S pages, 
could not have been confided to a. more able or judicious com- 
piler. The book itself, which is a most valuable relic of a pe- 
riod in the revolutionary struggle of an absorbing interest, con- 
tains the most ample proofs of vast labor and research. While 
engaged in the discharge of this duty, he collected from the rec- 
ords of towns, and other authentic sources, a great mass of papers 
and documents relating to the war, and the causes of the war, of 
the Revolution, which it is earnestly to be hoped will not be lost 
10 the public Indeed it is from these, and like sources, that a 
history of the Revolution must he written, before the world can 
understand how a people few in number, feeble in resources, 
without military organization, and destitute both of revenue and 
the material of war, beat down the power of Great Britain, and 
established for themselves independence. When this comes to 
be understood, we shall learn, that the sacrilices and sufferings of 
those who staid at home, were in no respect less intense, or less 
patriotic, than those endured in the army. This hook is a good 
beginning, but it should be followed up, till justice is done to the 
character of Massachusetts. 

Although these topics necessarily blend themselves with the 
name and fame of the deceased, yet they must be passed over, 
as we have stood in a nearer relation to him, which demands 
notice. 

In 1825, he became a member of this Society, and from that 
time, till near the period of his death, it is not easy to describe 
the value and importance of bis services, or the extent of his be- 
nevolence. He served us in the capacity of Librarian, Corres- 
ponding Secretary, and, after the Foreign and Domestic Corres- 
pondence were separated, as Secretary of Domestic Correspon- 
dence, and as a member of the Comrailtee of Publication, In 
all these stations he discharged the duties assigned to him, which 
were often laborious, in a manner so honorable to himself, and so 
useful to the Society, as to confer upon it an obligation of grati- 
tude which can never be cancelled. If the Society had been a 
3 
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pel cliild, it could scarcely have commnnded more ofhis atten* 
lion, or shared more of his sympathy and regard. Into whatever 
spot you enter within our territory, there you find multiplieil 
proofs or his friendship, his benevolence, his taste, and of his 
personal lahors. We, who have sat at this board wiih bim, can 
bear testimony, that, in advancing nur prosperity, no laborer per- 
sonal Hacrifice restrained his ardor or ahated Ms zeal. His time, 
his mental energies, and ol\en his pecuniary resources, were ex- 
pended to embellish the grounds, to increase and make more valun- 
ble the library, and to raise the association to that elevated rank 
among similar institutions, which it has been our laudable am- 
bition to attain. Of these varied, great, and long-continued ef- 
forla to give lustre to the character of this Society, I hardly dare 
apeak in the simplest language of truth, lest I should subject my- 
self to ihe imputation of extravagance. Bui no law of prudence 
forbids that we should be grateful, or denies to us the right to 
express our sorrow at the loss of so distinguished a benefactor, or 
to cherish his memory with hallowed feelmgs of re?pect. Few 
men possess the learning or the ability to accomplish as much aa 
has been done by Mr. Lincoln, and among the many able and 
distinguished persons who have lionorcd and adorned this Socie- 
ty, with perhaps but one exception, he stauds out in bold relief, 
surpassing all others in his benevolence and BEsiduity. When 
ihe grave closes over one so gided in intellect, so endowed with 
shining qualities, if the heart is not touched with sorrow et the 
bereavement, it must be insensible to all sympathy. It has been 
the lot of the writer to enjoy the intimate acquaintance and 
friendship of Mr. Lincoln for many years, and it is grateful to 
his feelings to bear testimony to his amiable character, to his 
unbending integrity, to his strong attachment to principle, and 
to his many and distinguished virtues. To have faults, however, 
is the lot of humanity; to overlook and forget them is the 
purest exercise of Christian benevolence. They belong lo our 
imperfect, decoying nature, and let them with it drop Into the 
grave- 
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On the motion of Mr. BunNsioR, it was role J, Tliat llie Com- 
mittee of Publication be directed to publish a suilicient number 
of copies of the foregoing Address, lo supjily each member of 
the Societj with oue ; anil a suitable unmber to be retained by 
the Society. 

The Council presented their usual Report upon ihe genera! 
interests and concerns of the Institution ; in which, after allud- 
ing lo the safe and prosperous condition of the funds and collec- 
tions of the Society, the importance of extending its influence, 
and sustaining the interest of its members, by frequent publica- 
tions, was enlarged upon anil enforced. The loss sustained by 
the Society, in the recent death of a valuable member ami oflicer, 
was approprintely noticed. 

Attached to this Report, were the Reports of the Treasurer 
and Librarian. 

FUNDS. 
The Report of the Treasurer exhibited the state of the funds, 
as follows : 

Amount of Rew^mxl nr GoMlsl Fand, 53.056 7ll 

LiJiLimris' Funu, I3/W5fi2 

IldtHnronrFiind fnr uurrluse of Books oudGcDnial Reseajch, 'J^'^tHHi 

Midillehury E>.IUr, [sold,) TflO OU 

fituilgiigca ID Haii.r, (eslimatod,) ttOO OU 



LIBRARY. 

The Report of flie Librarian stated: that, if the usefulness of 
the Institution, and the interest excited in its objects, could be 
measured by the number of persons frequenting its halls, in search 
of information or to gratify curiosity, the value and utility of ike 
Society <rere perceptibly increasing with each successive year; 
that, during the past season, numerous visitors had been permit- 
ted to examine its collections, many indieiduals had been mate- 
rially aided in researches of public or prirate advantage, and 
some had prosecuted almost daily studies of a literary or sciea- 
liiic nature among its volumes. 

The following donations were announced : 

.liglichBM^ri.- 
r 4ia vd1ubm>. 



n Milglledeni der Kanrglid 
I band. 4lo, Muntlicn, IBlx. 

From tlittamf. 

e Katln/Te) Epldcmie der letilen iabte, oder die Stockfaulc uad lUude de Kar- 
||], nnrhildcn i>iid in ibran ursacblielien TOrballnisHn eroiietl von Dr. C. Fr. 
t'. Martina. Milelieb der KODiglicb Bayeriscben Acad, der \t iueosctoncu. 
llQnchen IBIS. 

From lilt nunc. 

Ih Easleni BoUDdar;r,ui>Ii a copyoflha 

oHi tJic Km YoT-i lliUmical Sodtly. 

THenty-^pvcDthKeportoflheDireclorsoflha AFvlumof die Deaf gnd Dumb at 
Manfoid, lGi3. 

Voiior uninown. 

MuHfiv's Calalogue of recent pubiioation!, 4to l.ond. lEW. 

From aiissra. Little Sf if r«on, Bosloit. 

Apnlelon'B Liierarj- Bulletin, for June, 1B43. 

iTomlhcPvUUhen. 

A small parcel of MS.^. of an Ducieiil date, chiefly le^al and judicial papers of lbs 
SlaUiarCnaneFticut j aim, iltcec pampbleu and n small volume of a religious cliarac- 
ler, ancient and imperfect. 

Frsm JIfr. Jmiu, HaU. . 

An Address, on llie Deration of Itw change of Iha civil government of Rhode 
iKIuid, delivered bf^focctlie General Assembly, May 3d, 1813. By William G. 
«oddftrd. 8 vo. Prov. 1B43. 

Frnm i],t AuU,aT. 

Ulnutes oflhe 39th Annual Cnnvenliun ofthB Lone-run Association of Uaplisis, si 
Liule Mount, Spencer county, Ky. Sept. IS4£. 8 vo. 

Donor unijioien. 

Hani's Merchant's Magazine. No. 1. Vol, 9. 



The Elements ol History. By J. E. Worcecler. 

A Pronounciug end Eiplanalory Dictionary. By 1. E. Worcester. 

Historicnl Charts. By J. E. Wofcester. 

From J. E. WorcaUr, Esq. 
U. S. Literary Adverliser, No. 20. 

From J. 4- U. Langlit), It. V. , 

Appleton's Literary Bulleun, for July and August, 1843.] 

From tht Pabliihen. 

Ancient and Moderu books, ibr sale by 

for Denmark. 

From E. A. Bngham, . 

Hat Buddhisme CD z'Jn ilickler door J. H. Halberlsma. 12 mo. Derventc 
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From Ant. J. H. UOicrUma if Dirsmltr, HoUaniL 



UONATION8 13 

Hnldfl au Gyabert Jnptks Iwweint in de sinl Martini Kfrk IB Bolswud op den 
T lulij IS^. Mel [lc dsaibi] lielioflivnde Mukken, leu vaanJcIa der OmnmiMie van 
Weldsdigbeid uilpgeven dool do Commissic, mrl de Q|iri^ing van eea gcJeiutluk 
voor Gysliert JajiiEs lieiasl geweesi. Kersle siuk. B vo. BoTsward, 1831. 

From (At lumi, in behalf of Hit Aulhor. 

Hulde aan Gvsbert Japiks, door J. Hiddes HaJberlsma. UilgegBveo len voordele- 
der mealschappij van WHldBdiEheid. door dc Coinraissie, mf.l dc oi-rieling van 

den, 1827. 

Frem iht lamt. 



From Ihe GtBrgin HMarital See. 

rchani's Magaiide, for AugusI, 1B13. 

From Ihe Ediior. 

lofthcCrolonAqucitucl. By John R. Jon is, Cbicf Engineer. Svo. 
From S. F. Havin. 



From Mtlmn Lord, Esq., Boston. 

L'invediKHleor Joumal dn I' Inslilul Hiilorique, dirlime nnnee, lonw 3d, 2d 
I^ia. 105 lirraisoii, AvrU, 1&13. 8 va. Paria, 1043. 

From till Insliait Hisloriqat. 

TbB early hialoir of Rhode island. By Homeo Ellon, D. D., &c. 3d edilion. 
Svo. BosLon. 1043. 

From Fref. Ellon. 

AddressbrrorelhoNawHavonHonicnJwralSodely.May S5, IM3. By Alfred 
S. Mon^on, M. Tl.. with the TiansacliDDi of Iba Sociely lor Ihe yeer IE43. B vo, 
Ne>v Havoii, 1G«. 

From the Aulhor. 

Ti;e London Catalogue ofBookg, with their sizes, prices, and publishers, 1811 to 
1839. 

FrOTii Ltd A. Doaley, Eiq. 

Minule'oflheKentucky General AjsociailonoFBaplisls. Ocl. 1842. 8 to. Lon- 
isviUe. 1813. 

Donor uaknoien. 

Forty.one bound toll 

MiUennial Haibiuger. Vnl, T. No. S. 

From Dr. EarU. 

Two iron hatchels Pound in a burial place of Ihc Uiiondaga Indians, on a higli 
bluff on ihe Oneida river. 

From Mrs. Mni. O. Fay. 

Th3 Demo's in Councd, or Bjah in Pandemonium (a poem) 16 mo. Boslo(i.!799. 
■^ From Dr. John Part. 
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Musn. I.<4emmi, Rrown & Co.'i monthly Irit; cnnlaining Ihe tiilr, iIh, and prico 
of all nrw booliii published iu Great flril»iB, dunng each month Irom Jan. l&ti lo 
Aug. 1S43. 13 Nm. for. 



CUalogtu of books lor sale by Mcisra 



which Buanaparto died; obUlaed St Si. 
Frtm Wm. WItitais. Eif., J(P34»rj, 
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in the lif 






e RevoluiiOD. By b 
8 vo. liaih, «. Y. ISIS. 

MilhuuBl Karbinger, Vol. 7, No. 0. 

Applelon's LUerary Dullctin^ fur Sept. and Oct. 1G43. 

The Peoria (111.) Resiiiei uid Noftbwiate 

Milboial HarfiiDgor, Vol. 7, Sot. G and 7. 

Catalogue orUic Booki at the 35lh Hew Yorii Trade Sale, M. 

in Philnsoph 



From Dr. Earli. 
<m Oit PuhlUh 
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Tfae great impuH^nee at a religious IKe coaaideTEd. 16 mo. Loud. ITII. 

Wane's Psalmi, 8 vo, WoneBler. ITDG. 
The Tempi 
!l, hj- Chifl 
IhclJuigi.bySirRDbenHawaKli whbip 

vii., b; the Earl •fRnscomman, lln Eul .■• ..u.,.„u:i, uic can m urier^, oir 
CbarlesSedley, Sir George Elbridge, Mr Granvilla, Mr Slepoey, Mr Drvdeu, itc. 
S vo. Loud. I'm 

Essajs on rdl^oua Bubjxcts, {an ancicnl volume, Qile page wDnling.) 

Talc & Urody's version of Ihc Tsalms, 16 ma, Uosion, i;ili;. 

lafUvclioflii oaiJ deviiiiaus for bemng tnaaa, S-l mo, 1730. 

The Chrinian Sacrifice, by Simon Pairifk.D.D. IE mo. Lond. IGfU. 

A niblp priuipd in London iu 1731, 

The works ofDr John TilJ>iisan,A/cbbishopofCantt:rburv,vDL'l. S m, LokIoil 
1736. 

A Guido for Ae Doabting and Cordial fv Die Fain ling Spic Ft, 34mo, dale wnnliiig 
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Tranxlalmn onhe Conilitulion nnd Laws oflho Hnwaiitn Islands; established a 
HwrciguofKamehamahalU. 12 mo. La^aiiialuna, 18-12. 

Sannlempnl to ihc Sandwich Island Mirror ; ronlainineau nrroiinl of llie pcrsocu- 
fiouDfii.eCBl!iorH:ianheS»tid»khl6laiidj. 8vo. Honolulu, J8«l. 

FretH Mr. Lfri Lincabt, Jr. 



CaLologuc oflhc Library of Bcoim Univrr.iiy. H to. Prm-idcn<-e IBi'i. 

Fi-um the PtesidaU and Co. p. of B. U. 
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A Discourse prpached la llic Noflli Church ami Socicly in Salem, Mass., Aue. 20, 
1S43, tbe Siindoy su«ec^diiie Ihe dealh at Han. lieaj. I'icliiuui. Bv Jobu Braur, 
V.V. H vo. Salem, lau. I\at[iutai3iicd.) 
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Tlie Report of the Council was accepted. 

The Report oF the Treasurer was referred to Hon. Thomas 
KiNNicuTT, and Hon. Alfred D. Foster, to be by them audited. 

It was voted, That the Committee of PubltcatioD be directed 
to print the account of the proceedings of this meeting, and 
abstracts of the lepoits, in connexion with the address of Gor. 
Davis. 

The Society liaving voted to proceed to the choice of Officers 
for the ensuing year — it was annoniiced, that Samuel Jennison, 
Esq., whose faithful and valuable services, as Treasurer of the 
institution for the last fourteen years, the Council and tlie Soci- 
ety have had continual occosioa to notice with gratitude, declined 
a re-election to that office. 

Jt was also announced, that Dr. John Park and Hon. Alfred 
D. Foster, each declined a re-election upon llie Coramiltee of 
Publication. 

The gentlemen included in tlie list of Officers on the first leaf 
■of Ibis publication were then severally chosen. 

Voted, That the Librarian be requested te prepare and trans- 
mit an answer to the communicalion of Thomas Carew Hunt, 
Esq., Consul of Great Britain at the Azores, presented lo the 
Society at their last meeting. 

The meeting was then dissolved.* 
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PROCEEDINGS 

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING, 

MAT THIRTT-riaSTy 1843. 



9^f^0^0^0^0*^*^^^»0^^*0^^^t0*^0^0^^t^^^^l^^^^^0^ 



The semi-annual meeting of the American Antiquarian Society, was held 
at the Tremont House, in Boston, on the thirty-first day of May, 1843, be- 
ing the last Wednesday of that month, which for many years previous to 
the revision of the constitution of Massachusetts, had been appointed for 
the organization of the government of the conmionwealth, and the qualifi- 
cation of the executive officers. The day had long been observed as a 
great public festival, and it seemed appropriate that those who desired to 
preserve the memory of the ancient customs, and to cherish the pure prin- 
ciples of former times, should observe the old anniversary. 

In the absence of the Hon. Edward Everett, President, and of the Hon. 
John Davis, and Hon. Joseph Stpry, Vice Presidents, the Rev. Doct. 
Charles Lowell was chosen to preside. 

The Council presented a brief general report of the condition of the 
funds, library, and concerns of the Institution, which were all represented 
as being in a safe and flourishing condition, accompanied by detailed re- 
ports of the Treasurer and Librarian. 

FUNDS. 

The report of the Treasurer exhibits the condition of the several funds 
to be as follows : 

1. Balance of Librarv Fund, - - - - 13,542,92 

2. Balance of Funds for purchase of Books and 

general Research, ----- 9,145,14 

3. Balance of Reserved Fund, - - - - 2,631,60 

4. Mortgages in Dixmont, - - - - 800, 

5. Middlebury estate, - - - - > 800, 



$ 26,919,66 

Showing an increase of the available pecuniary funds of the Institution, 
since October last, of more than five hundred dollars. 



DONATIONS. 



LIBRARY. 



The Report of the Librarian gave full details of the number, extent, and 
nature of the additions made to the collections since the last meeting. 

** The accumulations, since last October, have been quite equal to those 
which former Reports have exhibited as occuring in similar periods of time. 
The number of books, of all sorts, added to the Library, ia one hundred 
nnd thirty two ; and the number of pamphlets, of every description, six hun- 
dred and ninety six. 

It has been usual while presenting to the Council a statement of accces- 
sions, to give a more particular description of their character. They are 
accordingly divided into classes, not intended to be very minute or exact, but 
sufficiently distinct, perhaps, for the purpose in view. 

Of the volumes, 10 are Statistical; 32 relate to the Arts and Sciences; 
27 belong to Jurisprudence, Government, or Politics; 25 are Theological or 
Ethical; 19 belong to the department of Belles Letters; and 14 are Hie- 
torical. Three volumes of ancient account books, and a bound volume of 
newspapers complete the number. 

Of the pamphlets, 166 are Statistical; 17 relate to the Arts and Sciences; 
61 belong to Jurisprudence, Government, or Politics; 389 are Theologi- 
cal or Ethical; 64 belong to the department of Belles Letters; 14 are His- 
torical; and 45 are not classified. 

There have also been added to the collections eight engravings, two 
cabinet articles, a handsome antique chair, and files of the following news- 
papers : The Boston tri-weekly Courier, the Hampshire Gazette, the New 
York Churchman, the weekly Boston Courier, the semi- weekly Boston 
Advertiser, the Christian Register, the semi-weekly Boston Atlas, the Far- 
mers Monthly Visitor, the Worcester Spy, and the Worcester ^gis. Some of 
these papers are received periodically, as are the following Magazines : 
The Merchant's Magazine, the Spirit of Missions, the Quarterly Register, 
and the Millennial Harbinger." 

A more particular statement of the donations included in this general 
abstract was submitted by him, which follows. 

DONATIONS. 

Treasurie of Auncient and Moderne Times. Being the learned col- 
lections, judicious readings, and memorable observations, notonely divine, 
morall and philosophical! ; but also poetical], martiall, politicall, histori- 
call, Astrologicall &c., translated out of that worthy Spanish Gentleman 
Pedro Mexia^ &c., fol. Lond. 1619. 

From Mrs. IL Means, LowelL 

History of the North Church, in New Haven. By Sam'l W. S. But- 
ton. 8vo, New Haven, 1842. 

From A, H, Maltby, JS/ew Havens Conn. 



DONATIONS. O 

Mantell'8 Wonders of Geology. 2 vols., 12mo, Lond. and Ndw Ha* 
ven. 

From the same. 

Oration before the Phi Beta Kappa Society, at New Haven. By S. 
Henry Dickson, M. D, 8vo, New Haven, 1842. 

From the same. 

Address before the Alumni of Yale College, Aug. 17, 1842 By Prof. 
Silliman. 8vo, New Haven, 1841. 

From the same, 

Catalogus Collegii Yalensis. 8vo, New Haven, 1841. 

From the same. 

Catalogue of the Officers and Students of Yale College, 1842—3. 
8vo, New Haven, 1842. 

IVom the same. 

Bulletin de la Soci^t^ de G^ographie, Paris, 2d serie. 8vo, Tome 17, 
1842 

From the Geographical Society of Paris* 

Quakerism not Christianity. £y Samuel Hanson Cox, D. D. 8vo, 
Boston, 1833. 

From Rev. S, H. Cox, D, JD., Brooklyn JV. Y. 

Theopneuston, or Select Scriptures considered. By Samuel Hanson 
Cox, D. D. 16mo, New York, 1842. 

From the same. 

Letter from the Committee ad interim, to the Bishops, Ruling Elders 
and Deacons, &c., of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America. 8vo, Phil., 1842 

From the same. 

Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, vol 8, new serie i 
parts II and HI. 4to, Phil. 1842 

IVom the Am, Phil, Society, 

Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society, vol 2d, Nos. 23 
24, and 25. 

IVom the same. 

The Gentleman Farmer, or Observations by an English Gentleman, 
upon the husbandry in Flanders, as compared with £at of England, 
16mo, Lend., 1726. 

From William Lincoln, Esq. 

Gazetteer of the State of Michigan, with a succinct history of the 
State, &C., 12mo, Detroit, 1838. 

From B, F, Thomas, Esq, 

Proceedings of the United States Antimasonic Convention, held at 
Philadelphia, Sept. 11 1830, with the reports, debates, and an address to 
to the people. 8vo, 1830. 

IVom the same. 

Boston Almanac for 1839 and 1841; and one hundred and four Miscel- 
laneous Pamphlets. 

FVom the same. 

The Defence of the Reformed Catholike against Doct. Bishop's sec- 
ond part of the Reformation of a Catholike, as the same was first guile- 



b DONATIONS. 

fully published, 4lc By R. Abbot, Doctor of Divinity. 4to, Lond^ 
1609. 

From Adolphm SUdey, 

Two Bills, VermoDt Revolutionary Currency. 

From Henry Stevens, Esq.y VU 

Two of the same, and one specimen of Virginia Revolutionary Cur- 
rency. 

From Maturin JL Fisher, Esq^ VU 

Ledger and Day Book of John Childs, and the Day Book of Dodd & 
Goulding, exhibiting the business of Country Merchants about the peri* 
od of the Revolution. 

JFVom Charles Chqffin, Esq. 

Twenty volumes United States Public Documents. 

From the United States Department of State. 

Two volumes Massachusetts Public Documents. 

From the Se<^y of SuUe of Mass* its. 

The Globe (newspaper) Washington, 1839 — 40, bound. 

From Maturin L, Fisher, Esq. 

Journal and Letters of the late Samuel Curwen, Judge of Admiralty, 
&c., an American Refugee in England, from 1775 to 1784, with bio- 
graphical notices, by George Atkinson Ward. 8vo, New York, 1842. 

Prom George Folsom, Esq^ JV. Y. 

Mexico in 1842, with a Map. 16mo, New York, 1^42. 

From the same. 

Debates of the House of Commons, in the year 1774, on the bill for 
making more effectual provision for the government of the Province of 
Quebec. Drawn up from the notes of the Right Hon. Sir Henry Caven- 
dish, &c., with a Map of Canada. 6vo, Lond., 1839. 

From the same. 

Collections of the Georgia Historical Society, vol. 2d. 8vo, Savan- 
nah, 1842. 

From the Society. 

Journal des Travaux de la Soci^t^ Fran^aise de Statistique Univer- 
selle, 3me Serie, 5 vols. 8vo, Paris, 1836—1840. 

From the Statistical Society of France. 

History of the United States, from the discovery of the American 
Continent By George Bancroft ICth ed. 

From the Author. 

Memoir of C^sar Moreaux, de Marseille. 8vo, Paris, 1841. 

From Cesar Moreau. 

Lithograph Portrait of C^sar Moreau, founder of the Statistical Soci- 
ety of France, &c. 

IVom the same. 

Engraved Heads of Johann Von Leyden, Johann Faust, Albrecht 
Durer, Jacobus Callot, Quintinus Mesius Anverpianus, and Johann Von 
£yck. 

FVom Rev, John Weiss. 

Speeches, Documents, &c., (Congressional.) 

From Hon, Charles Hudson, M, C. 



DONATIONS. * 

Two Discourses on the occasion of the two-hundredth anniversary of 
the gathering of the Ist Cong. Church, Quincy, Mass., with an appendix. 
By Wm. P. Lunt. 8vo, Boston, 1840. 

From the Author. 

Inaugural Address of the Hon. Albert Gallatin, LL. D., President of 
the N. Y. Historical Society. 8vo, New York, 1843. 

Fromthe JV*. Y, Hist. Society. 

Proceedings in the Municipal Court in the city of Boston, occasioned 
by the death of the Hon. Peter O. Thacher, late Judge of that Court; 
with a sketch of his Judicial character, by Hon. John M. Williams, 
Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas. 8vo, Boston, 1843. 

From the City. 

The Annual Catalogue of Books, Ancient and Modem, for sale by 
Little & Brown, Boston, 8vo, 1842. y 

lYom Little fy Brown. 

Murray's Catalogue of recent publications. 4to, Lond., 184^ 

From the same. 

Annual Report of the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts Asylum 
for the Blind. 

From the Rev, Francis Parkman^ D. D. 

Catalogue of rare, valuable, and curious old English Books, for sale in 
New York. 

From Andrew H. Green, JST. Y. 

Tenth Annual Report of the Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital 
at Worcester. 8vo Boston, 1843. 

From Doct. SamH B. Woodward. 

Letters to Rev. Wilbur Fisk, D. D., in reply to a Sermon on Predesti- 
nation and Election. By David MetcaJf, (2 copies) 16mo, Springfield, 

From the Author. 

A Sermon, preached in the Church in Brattle Square, the Sunday afler 
the interment of Hon. Peter O. Thacher. By S. K. Lathrop, pastor of 
the Church. 8vo, Boston, 184a 

From Charles G. Prentiss, Esq. 

Two Discourses on the Second Advent of tbeJRedeemer. By Joihn 
Henry Hopkins, D. D. 8vo, Burlington, Vt, 1843. 

From Geo. W. Richardson^ Esq. 

A Sermon at the Ordination of Rev. Amos Smith, as Colleague Pastor 
of the New North Church in Boston. By Francis Parkman, D. D., with 
the Charge, Right hand of fellowship, and an Appendix. 8vo, Boston, 
1843. 

From the Author. 
Reports made by the Providence Atheneum, Feb. 27, 1837; Sept 25, 
1838; and Sept 26, 1842. 8vo, Providence, 1842. 

From the Atheneum. 
Slavery. By Wm. E. Channing. 12mo, Boston, 1835. 

From Rev. JUonzo HilL 

An Abstract of Vaters tables of Eclesiastical History. By Francis 
Cunningham. 8vo, Boston, 1831. 

From the same* 



8 DONATIONS. 

A Hebrew Grammar, from those of Mr. Israel Lyons, and Rev. Rich- 
ard Grey, D. D., with a Praxis taken from the Sacred Classics. 3d Cam- 
bridge edition. 8vo, Cambridge, 1812. 

From the same. 

Three hundred and ninety Miscellaneous Pamphlets, consisting of 
Sermons, Addresses, Reports of Societies, &c. 

From the same, 

American Quarterly Register, conducted by Rev. Sam'l H. Riddel. — 
VoL 15 ; Nos. 2, 3, and 4. 

From the Editor. 

Hunt's Merchants' Magazine and Commercial Review, from Nov. to 
May inclusive. 

From the Editor. 

The Millennial Harbinger. Conducted by Alexander Campbell, Beth- 
any, Virginia ; from Nov. to May inclusive. 

IVom Dr, EbtU. 

The Spirit of Missions. Edited by the Board of Missions, of the 
Protest Episc. Ch. in U. S., &c., from Nov. to May inclusive. 

From Jos. Swords^ Fsq.^ JST. Y, 

The Churchman (newspaper published in New York) from Nov. to 
May inclusive. 

From the same. 

Proceedings of the Board of Missions of the Prot Episc. Ch. in U. S., 
New York, Dec. 26, and 27„ 1842. 

> From the same. 

The Boston Semi Weekly Courier, edited by Joseph T. Buckingham. 
Nov. to May inclusive. 

From the Editor. 

The Hamjishire Gazette. (Northampton,) edited by W. A. Hawley. 
Nov. to May inclusive. 

From the Editor. 

The Massachusetts Spy. edited by J. M. Earle. Nov. to May inclusive. 

From the Editor. 

Files of the Boston Semi Weekly Advertiser, the Worcester Spy and 
Worcester ^gis. 

From S, M, Bumside^ Esq. 
Files of the Christian Register. 

From Rev, A, Hill. 
The Boston Semi Weekly Atlas, 1842. 

From J. W, Lincoln^ Esq. 
The Boston Weekly Courier, 1842. 

From Dr, J, Park. 

The Farmers' Monthly Visitor, edited by Hon. Isaac Hill. Nov. to 
May inclusive. 

From the Editor. 

Spinal Diseases, their Causes and Treatment, &c. By Usher Par- 
sons, M. D. 8vo, Boston, 1843. 

From iht Author. 
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J. & H. G. Langley's U. S. Literary Advertiser, New York. Nov. to 
May inclusive. 

From the Publishers, 

Collections of the Mass. Historical Society, vol. 8, 3d series. 8vo, 
Boston, 1843. 

From the Mass. Hist, Society. 

Journal De L'Institute Historique. Livraison 83 to 104 inclusive. — 

From the Historical Institute of Paris, 

^a Guerre de Spartacus, Par A Renzi Professeur de lan^ue et de lit- 
terature Italienne. Membre de PInstitut Historique, &c., Paris. 8vo. 
1832. 

From the Author, 

Le Polyglotte Improvise ou L'art d' ecrire les langues, sans les appren- 
dre, (French, English, and Italian.) Par A Renzi, Prof. &c. 12mo, 
Paris, 1840. 

From the same. 

An Indian Pestle, found in Sterling, Mass. 

From Moses Bond, Sterling. 

A Box, ** made from the Wood of President Edwards' elm tree." 

From J. D. Whitings J^orthampton. 

A Bundle of old Ms. Papers. 

From Charles Chaffing Esq. 

An antique Mahogany Chair, with a wrought seat 

From Mrs. E. D. Bangs. 



COMMUNICATIONS. 

Hon. John Pickering, Secretary of foreign correspondence, communi- 
cated a letter from Henry Ledyard, Esq., of the Legation of the United 
States, at Paris, giving information of the transmission of several copies 
of the proceedings of the Institute Historique de France. 

Also a letter from M. Renzi, Secretary of the Institute Historique, ex- 
pressing the cordial interest of the Institute Historique, in the objects 
and operations of this society, and its desire to continue an interchange 
of publications. The letter was accompanied by copies of the Polyglotte 
Improvise, and the Guerre de Spartacus, of M. Renzi, donations from 
him to the Society. 

Also a paper from Thomas Carew Hunt Esq., Consul of Great Britain 
at the Azores, containing a description of ancient Mounds and Forts in 
Ireland. This was addressed to the late Rev. Dr. Harris, as an officer 
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10 COMMUNICATIONS. 

of the American Antiquarian Society, whose account of similar stroc- 
tures in this country had impressed the writer with their striking reeero* 
h lance to those of Ireland, and excited a desire to trace the parallel in 

other particulars which bad not been sufficiently detailed. 

« 

Only a brief abstract of the principal points in Mr Hunt's interesting 
communication can be presented at this time. 

As the terms mound andybr^, applied to American remains, are often 
used as varying denominations of the same thing, Mr Hunt distinguish^ 
the former as signifying a tumulus, and considers the latter as designating 
an area enclosed by a bank of earth and .surrounded by a ditch. — 
These forts, which bear the popular appellation of i>ane'5/or^5, are fonnd 
in great numbers all over Ireland, at no great distance from each other, 
forming apparent clusters, varying from two or three to twenty, usually 
located on hill sides near streams of water. 

Passing by the general description of these structures, which manifests 
their great similarity to those of a like character in the United States, 
there are two peculiar circumstances that mark the Irish remains, to 
which Mr Hunt is desirous to learn if a parallel exists in this country. 
The first is, that near every fort, by the side of running water, are found 
accumulations of charcoal and burnt stones, called by the natives of the 
country '^Fulacht Fean " meaning cooking places of the Pheni, an an- 
cient race, to whom all the remains classed as Celtic by Antiquarians are 
ascribed by the peasantry. These heaps have been found, in all or moat 
cases, to cover a rude wooden trough, with a raised stone hearth at its 
head. They indicate the mode of cooking in a state of society where 
utensils capable of withstanding the fire are not in common use. The 
trough being filled with water ; the hearth was employed for heating 
stones with which to make it boil. As the stones, broken by frequent 
heating and cooling, became too small for the purpose, they were thrown 
aside ; and thus the heaps of mingled stones and charcoal were formed. 
These heaps are universally by the nearest streams to the forts. 

The other peculiarity discovered by Mr Hunt in all the forts which he 
has examined, is a subterranean chamber, or series of chambers, near 
the centre. These vary much in size, arrangement, and construction. 
Those exhibited in the drawings, which accompany the description, de- 
scend ten or a dozen feet below the surface of the ground, are eith^ 
rudely formed entirely of stone, or are simply covered with rough flag 
stones, and are entered by low and narrow passages. The chambers 
themselves are small and the largest shown in the drawing barely admits 
of an upright posture in the centre. It is not unusual to find on the cov- 
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' ering flags, iraoriptions in ihe ancient Irish Ogham characier, Bomelimes 
exposed Bide, and eomelimea on the upper or covered surface. It 
luld be curious, as Mr Hunt Imly eays, to find & parallel for all these 
circumstances among the American furta. 

The reports and communicationH were severally referred to the com- 
mittee of publicnlion, to be di^poaed of as thej might deem advisable . 
It was voted that the proceedings at the senii annual meetings of the So- 
ciety should hereafter be printed, under the direction of the Committee 
of Publication, together with an abstract of the reports, and such other 
bialter as the committee shall direct. 

The following gentlemen were elected members of the society, 
CHARLES SUMNER, Esq., Boston. 
PELEG W. CHANDLER, Esq., " 
JOHN P. BIGELOW, Esq., " 

Prof. ROMEO ELTON, Providenca. 
Doct USHER PARSONS, " 
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PROCEEDINGS. 



Annual Meeting. — October 23, 1849. 

The Hon. John Davis, first Vice-President, in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting of the Society, held at the 
rooms of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, in 
Boston, May 30th, 1849, was read. 

The Report of the Council was read. 

The Account of the Treasurer, attested by the Auditing 
Committee, was presented and read. 

The Report of the Librarian was read. 

The Reports of the Council and the Librarian were re- 
ferred to the Committee of Publication, with instructions 
to print such portions as they deem expedient^ in a pam- 
phlet form, to be distributed to members. 

The Society then voted to proceed to the election of 
officers for the ensuing year. 

Hon. Levi Lincoln, Hon. Emory Washburn, and Hon. 
Stephen Salisbury, were appointed a committee of nom- 
ination. 

The following gentlemen, having been reported as nom- 
inated by the committee, were unanimously elected. 



President. 
Hon. Edward Everett, LL. D., of Cambridge. 

Vice-Presiden ts, 

Hon. John Davis, LL. D., of Worcester. 

Rev. William Buell Sprague, D. D., of Albany, N. Y, 

CounciL 
Hon. Levi Lincoln, LL. D., of Worcester. 



Hon. James Gushing Merrill, 
Rev. Charles Lowell, D. D., 
Samuel Macgregor Burnside, Esq., 
Frederic Wm. Paine, Esq., 
John Green, M. D., 
Joseph Willard, Esq., 
Hon. Emory Washburn, 
Hon. Stephen Salisbury, 
Hon. Alfred Dwight Foster, 



Boston. 

Boston. 

Worcester. 

Worcester. 

Worcester. 

Boston. 

Worcester. 

Worcester. 

Worcester. 



Secretary of Foreign Correspondence. 
Jared Sparks, LL. D., of Cambridge. 

Secretary of Domestic Correspondence. 
Hon. Benjamin Franklin Thomas, of Worcester. 

Recording' Secretary. 
Hon. Rejoice Newton, of Worcester. 

Treasurer. 
Samuel Jennison, Esq., of Worcester. 

Committee of Publication. 

Samuel Foster Haven, Esq., of Worcester. 
Rev. Joseph Barlow Felt, " Boston. 
Rev. Edward Everett Hale, " Worcester. 

The following gentlemen, having been recommended by 
the Council, were elected members of the Society : — 

Nathaniel Bradstreet Shurtleff, M. D., of Boston. 
George Livermore, Esq., of Cambridge. 
Charles Folsom, Esq., of Cambridge. 



That portion of the report of the Council which relates 
to the decease of the Hon. Albert Gallatin, was referred to 
the Committee of Publication, who were requested to re- 
port on the subject at an adjourned meeting of the Society. 

The meeting was then adjourned to the last Wednesday 
of November, at 7 o'clock, P. M. 

November 28, 1849. ^^1 

At a meeting of the Society, according to adjournment, 
Hon. Levi Lincoln in the chair ; — 

A Report was presented by the Committee of Publica- 
tion, embracing a brief Memoir of the late Hon. Albert 
Gallatin, prepared by Rev. Edward E. Hale, and a resolu- 
tion expressive of respect for his memory. 

It was voted to accept the Report, and to refer it again 
to the committee, with instructions to print the same in a 
pamphlet form, in connection with the proceedings of the 
meeting, to be distributed to members. 

The meeting was then dissolved. 



REPORT OP THE COUNCIL, 
October 23, 1849. 

In the brief interval that separates the stated meetings of 
the Society, there usually occurs but little of importance 
for the Council to report to its members. The account of 
the Treasurer exhibits the condition of the funds, and the 
report of the Librarian embodies such details as relate to 
the increase of the collections and the ordinary operations 
of the institution. Yet it is desirable that the practice of 
regular communications should be faithfully maintained, 
even if sometimes it amounts to no more than the mere 
observance of a formality. 

It appears by the statement of the Treasurer^ that the 



funds of the Society have grown to the sum total of 
$ 30,038.33. This is the aggregate of three distinct ap- 
propriations, arising from the mode of foundation adopted 
by the original donor. 

The largest is the fund of $ 12,000, commonly called 
the Librarian's Fund, established for the support of a regu- 
lar hbrarian and other purposes designated by the will of 
the founder. This, when received, in May, 1831, fell 
short about $ 600 of the intended sum, but has been raised 
by the savings of its income to $ 13,351.78. 

The next is usually denominated the Fund of $ 6,000, 
that being its original amount. 

It was set apart by the donor, under an impression that 
at least a portion of the income might profitably be em- 
ployed annually in researches among the aboriginal remains 
at the West. The cautious directions of the testator him- 
self, and prudential considerations dictated by existing cir- 
cumstances, and conforming to the spirit of his wishes, 
have prevented any serious expenditure from this source. 
The fund has therefore accimiulated to $ 12,056.20. 

The last is the Residuary Fund, made up of the balance 
of property received from the estate of Mr. Thomas, and 
whatever has been derived from other sources. It may be 
employed for any of the necessary purposes of the Society, 
and now amounts to $ 4^130.35. 

The condition of the resources of the institution, and 
the careful manner in which they have been cherished, 
must be highly satisfactory to its members. It should be 
mentioned, that some extraordinary charges have occurred 
in the last five months, of which two items alone (one for 
the e;^tinguishment of the claims of heirs to the title of the 
estate where the building stands, and the other for the pur- 
chase of paper to be used in printing the new volume) 
amount to more than five hundred doUars. 

The present anniversary happens to take place near the 
close of the first half of one of the great periods by which 
history is usually measured. Standing, then, in the middle 



of a century, a favorable time is afforded for marking the 
position of our institution with reference both to the past 
and the futcire. It is well occasionally to review the one 
and anticipate the other ; and it may be that, in the lapse 
of thirty-eight years, which have passed since the organ- 
ization of the Society, changes will be found to have oc- 
curred by which its future condition is likely to be materi- 
ally modi6ed. Circumstances may have affected its relation 
to the country and to the world. Its prospective field of 
usefulness may vary from that which was open to it at the 
outset ; and the means and modes of its operations may 
appear likely to differ essentially, in the coming half-cen- 
tury, from those which the internal and external condition 
of things has dictated in the past. 

Located in a country village, of comparatively small 
population, the institution has not enjoyed during the early 
portion of its career those advantages which the combina- 
tion of literary tastes with wealth and leisure affords in 
larger towns and cities. The stimulus of frequent meet- 
ings, and the cooperation of minds concentrated upon a 
common object, whose interests they have time and incli- 
nation to cultivate, have been wanting. For the first eight 
years of its existence it was without a suitable edifice for 
the arrangement and preservation of its collections. Eleven 
years more went by before it possessed the means of pro- 
viding a stated officer devoted to the care and increase of 
the library, and to the duty of rendering its collections at 
all times available for public use. It is, however, able to 
find in the retrospect ample cause for satisfaction at what 
leen accomplished, and is justified in believing that 
the object of its organization has not failed of fulfilment. 

Properly speaking, our country offers but one legitimate 
field for the investigations of the antiquary. All, except 
its aboriginal history, is too modern for mystery, and almost 
too modern for obscurity or doubt. There are two depart- 
ments of inquiry, from which, if judiciously pursued, it 
might be expected that tight would be thrown upon the 
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origin and condition of the native American race. The 
first relates to the monuments and evidences of art which 
they have left behind them ; the second, to the dialects of 
speech which they have transmitted to their posterity. Into 
both of these departments this Society has entered with 
energy and effect. Before the publication of its first vol- 
ume,* some casual surveys had been made of ancient works 
at the West, — a few disconnected communications, and a 
few imperfect drawings, had appeared in scientific or literary 
periodicals. It remained to bring together whatever was 
known upon the subject, to institute a more extended ex- 
amination, and to exhibit the results in a clearer and more 
connected shape. This was done in a manner more perfect 
than under the circumstances could reasonably have been 
expected. Recent elaborate explorations have tested the 
value and raised the appreciation of that work, by showing 
how little really new material, to serve as the basis of spec- 
ulation or conjecture, could be added to what had there 
been presented. 

The second volume of the Society's transactions opened 
the way, and advanced far upon the path of that compre- 
hensive comparison of dialects which has determined the 
unity and antiquity of the race, and its possible independ- 
ence of Asiatic or European origin.f This gigantic labor, 
whose earliest fruits our Society had the honor of produ- 
cing to the world, terminated only with the recent lamented 
demise of its author ; and although the reflected credit of 
its continuance was bestowed upon another association, 
formed under his own eye and by his immediate influence, 
yet the merit of being the organ of the earliest, and per- 
haps the most important portion, belongs to this institu- 
tion. 



* On the Fortifications, Mounds, and other Antiquities ^of the West, by Ca- 
leb Atwater, with some letters from other sources. 

t A Dissertation on Indian History and Languages, by Hon. Albert Galla- 
tin. In the same volume is Gookin*s History of the Praying Indians. 



For other proofs of action and utility, the Society may 
refer to the catalogue of its library, — a work of much 
labor and expense, — and to the accumulation of more than 
eighteen thousand volumes upon its shelves ; besides a 
mass of unbound pamphlets and manuscripts, and other 
deposits of interest and value. How much historical and 
antiquarian taste has been encouraged and cultivated by 
the influence and aid of these collections, it is impossible 
to estimate ; but the substance drawn from them percolates 
through and enriches the pages of some of our best histo- 
rians, as well as those of a multitude of writers less known 
to fame. 

The recent undertaking of the Society in a new direc- 
tion, and of a local character, being unfinished,* may not 
appropriately be mentioned here, except as indicating a 
change in the sphere of its operations, which may possibly 
become more marked hereafter. 

Since the organization of this institution, numerous 
associations of a kindred nature have sprung up in various 
parts of the country. Many of the States have now socie- 
ties of their own devoted to archaeological research. Nor 
do these in all cases confine their inquiries within their 
own territorial limits. Thus the field, which the Antiqua- 
rian Society at its outset found almost unoccupied, is now 
filled with fellow-laborers, who are likely, not only to 
anticipate its operations, but to divert from its collections a 
large share of the relics of the past, and other materials of 
history, which would else have been intrusted to its keep- 
ing. Private collectors and amateur antiquaries have also 
greatly increased in numbers ; and it should be a gratifica- 
tion to witness the rapid extension of a taste which our in- 
fluence may have helped to create. Perhaps it may be our 
duty, at some day, to gather and embody into a form of 
unity the general results of partial or local investigations. 

While many of the purposes for which the Antiquarian 

* The publication, from the original manuscript, of the early records of the 
Massachusetts Bay Company and Colony, with annotations. 

3 
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Society was formed are destined to be accomplished with- 
out its aid, and the reputation incident to such labors to be 
divided among numerous claimants, there are circum- 
stances of a compensatory nature, created by the progress 
of time, which may far exceed in importance all advan- 
tages which the progress of time has taken away. 

It is clear that the efficiency of an institution must 
greatly depend upon its local strength. If the central 
machinery is wanting in power, the motion of the distant 
wheels will be feeble and irregular. A continuous activity 
requires that the impulse should be from a continuous and 
abundant source. There is hardly an instance of a sucess- 
ful association for the promotion of science or literature, 
that is not located in the midst of large bodies of men, up- 
on whom it exerts a sensible influence, and from whom it 
receives a reactive energy in turn. Hence our sister socie- 
ties in large towns and cities are able to maintain the 
appearance of vitality, and not the appearance only, by 
identifying themselves with local interests, and deriving 
their strength from the local interest which they have 
excited. It is such a local interest that our own institution 
requires to sustain even its general designs ; and it is one 
of the most promising features of its future prospects, that 
a populous city is rising around it, from whose intellectual 
resources it may draw its nourishment. 

In the coming years we may therefore expect to see this 
institution occupying a position at home, which heretofore 
it has not held, — that of a nucleus of local literature and 
science, around which the cultivated minds of the city will 
gather for the stimulus of their powers, and be proud to 
cherish the source of their gratification and improvement. 

That such a result will be realized in time there can be 
little reason to doubt. It may be advanced or retarded, 
according to the measures which the Society shall see fit 
to adopt. 

If a suitable edifice existed, in a suitable pl^ce, with 
arrangements adapted to the uses favorable to the promo- 
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tion of a public interest, it is natural to suppose that in- 
terest would increase under circumstances propitious to its 
development ; and it is not easy to conceive in what way 
the institution can be made to redound more to the honor 
of its founders, than by rendering it the seat of local re- 
finement and culture, while enlarging its ability for en- 
terprises of a national character. 

Whatever may prove to be the opportunity of future 
exertions, and the direction given to them by unforeseen 
events, the products of past eflFort, at least, are secure. 
There is the library, and there are the funds, — a broad 
and steadfast basis upon which to build a fabric of unlimit- 
ed extent and elevation. If the first could not be replaced, 
so, with respect to certain of its treasures, it can hardly be 
rivalled by later collections ; and with the accumulations 
which care and economy have added to the bounty of its 
founder, the Antiquarian Society may enter upon the 
second half of the nineteenth century without apprehen- 
sions of waning dignity, or diminished usefulness. 

It is proper to call the attention of the Society to the 
fact, that one of its most distinguished members, a princi- 
pal contributor to its reputation at home and abroad, has 
recently deceased. The services of Albert Gallatin in fur- 
nishing the material for one of the Society's publications 
have been peculiar and great. Apart from his exalted 
merit as a statesman and a scholar, he is here entitled to 
especial honor as the diligent antiquary, second to none in 
his zeal for the cause, and perhaps superior to all in the ex- 
tent and importance of his labors. 

The Council recommend the passage of resolutions by 
the Society, expressive of sorrow for his loss, and respect 
for his memory. 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 

The list of accessions to the library during the last five 
months shows a smaller increase than has been usual in 
that period of time. It will be seen that it consists of a 
little more than three hundred books and pamphlets of ev- 
ery description, some parcels of ancient manuscript ser- 
mons, and a few maps and charts. 

Publications have been received from the following in- 
stitutions : — the Maryland Historical Society, the Smith- 
sonian Institution, the Harvard Natural History Society, the 
New York University, the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, the American Art Union, the 
New Jersey Historical Society, the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, the Institut Historique of Paris, the 
American Oriental Society, the American Peace Society, 
and the Royal Geographical Society of London. 

Among the accessions are thirty files of unbound news- 
papers. It is a gratifying circumstance, that friends of the 
Society are manifesting an increased interest in the pres- 
ervation of these important publications for our benefit. 
This department of the library, already so rich in the older 
newspapers, deserves to be cherished with peculiar care. 
From our own portion of the country it is comparatively 
easy to procure a fair variety of the papers of the day ; but 
those from the South and West are not so readily obtained, 
and would be particularly acceptable. Among the propri- 
etors who favor the Society with their regular issues, es- 
pecial acknowledgments are due to the editors of the Bos- 
ton Courier, the Christian Watchman, and the Farmer's 
Monthly Visitor, for many years of continued kindness ; 
and to Freeman Hunt, Esq., of the New York Merchant's 
Magazine, for a long series of the numbers of that valuable 
periodical, transmitted as they were published. 

The cabinet has received an addition of Indian imple- 
ments, gathered in the towns bordering upon Concord Riv- 



13 

er,* consisting of forty articles made from stone by the ab- 
origines before their intercourse with the whites. These 
are, many of them, excellent specimens, and exhibit the 
same remarkable similarity of form and finish that charac- 
terizes the tools and ornaments of the Indian race through- 
out at least the northern portion of the continent. The 
material only varies according to the geological formations 
of the country, a difierence quite insufiicient to serve 
much purpose in the way of identifying the place of their 
origin. 

The quantity of these relics now existing is very great. 
In some neighbourhoods, which were inhabited permanent- 
ly by the natives, or frequently resorted to, there is hardly 
a farmer but has more or less of them. Their very abun- 
dance renders their possessors careless of their preservation, 
and they are mutilated with little compunction. Yet they 
will at some time be regarded with great interest, and 
should be kept from injury and loss with more care than is 
wont to be bestowed on them. 

It is to be hoped that, ere long, an elaborate comparison 
will be instituted between the aboriginal remains of the 
Eastern States and those which have attracted more atten- 
tion at the West. There may possibly be detected a great- 
er degree of resemblance, even with respect to the highest 
evidences of native art, than has heretofore been supposed. f 

• From George Frisbie Hoar, Esq., of this city. 

t The Society has in its possession a drawing and description of an exten- 
sive fortification that formerly existed on Winnipiseogee River, in Sanborn- 
ton, New Hampshire, communicated in \,822, by Jacob B. Moore, Esq., then 
of that State. The inclosure was a double one, perfectly symmetrical in form, 
having small mounds at the entrances, and a large one without the walls, in 
the manner so common at the West. The walls were of stone, externally, 
filled in with clay, shells, and gravel. When first discovered, about eighty 
years since, they were breast high, six feet in thickness, and had evidently 
diminished considerably in height since their erection. The stones were used 
for the construction of a dam across the river, and other purposes connected 
with the improvements of the settlers. A more regular or more elaborate 
structure, according to the representation of the drawing, can hardly be found 
in the valley of the Mississippi. Other works of importance are known to 
have existed in New England, deserving more consideration than they have 
hitherto received. 



14 

During the last year the Librarian has had authority to 
make purchases of books without any specified limit ; with 
reference, however, to opportunities supposed to be tempo- 
rary, and unusually favorable. But, on the principle that 
immediate and positive wants have a stronger claim to at- 
tention than those which are more remote and uncertain, 
he has been indisposed to go so far as prudence would per- 
haps warrant in buying miscellaneous works from the auc- 
tion sales, because there is a department of the library 
quite as appropriate as any other to the objects of the So- 
ciety, that is at present but poorly supplied. The depart- 
ment alluded to is that of general biography. 

Personal history, the history of men occupying the sev- 
eral stations, and engaged in the various forms, of human 
action, is daily assuming a higher importance. The lead- 
ing minds in the arts of peace, not less than the conspic- 
uous characters in war and politics, are attracting more and 
more the attention of the historian and the historical stu- 
dent. Yet, of the materials of information respecting in- 
dividuals who have distinguished themselves in diflferent 
pursuits, the supply in our library is very unsatisfactory. 
It includes no great work on general biography, such as 
the Biographie Universelle of the French, and some less 
comprehensive, though still voluminous, dictionaries that 
may be found in English. These works are expensive, 
and are not likely to come into our possession except by 
purchase. 

The question therefore arises, whether such definite ob- 
jects, whose importance is felt, should not have a claim 
upon the current means of the Society prior to any others, 
and be provided for accordingly. 

While the history of countries is becoming, in a greater 
degree, the history of the people, and the characteristics of 
an era are sought for in the characters^ of prominent citi- 
zens, of every class, as well as in the characters of rulers, 
one form of individual history is extending rapidly as a 
subject of research. Almost every family of any standing 
has some one or more of its members engaged in tracing its 
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descent and connections. These are seldom satisfied with- 
out following the name far back into the past, and among 
various nations, — laboring to join the broken links of the 
race. Among the many who resort to our library for pur- 
poses of investigation, there are few who have not that de- 
sign more or less directly in view. The Doomsday Book, 
the old Norman and Saxon Rolls of the British Record 
Commission, are diligently studied for the origin of family 
appellations, and anxious inquiries are made for books con- 
taining the names and memoirs of men in all lands and all 
ages. 

This is a taste which antiquaries are professionally bound 
to cultivate and encourage. If of minor importance in it- 
self, it is so inseparably associated with matters of greater 
consideration, that results of the highest value may flow 
from it. It is of little consequence by what motive a per- 
son may be induced to dig, if he clears away rubbish that 
perchance conceals real treasures. Many an historical gem 
has been brought to light while raking the dust for a gen- 
ealogical bone. It is therefore desirable to afford facilities 
for private inquiries like these, as well as for those whose 
end is not so limited and personal. 

The demand for rare books and pamphlets, owing to the 
competition among collectors, somewhat increases the haz- 
ard of admitting strangers to the library. Objects of vir- 
tu and curiosity offer temptations to many who have no 
other knowledge of them than their market price. With 
the growth of our city, additional cautions or restrictions 
will probably be found necessary, to guard our collections 
from loss or mutilation. Thus far our Society has been 
more fortunate in these respects than some other institu- 
tions; but it must be admitted, that, with an enlarged popu- 
lation, and the varieties of character which it embraces and 
conceals, the chances of danger are infinitely multiplied. 

The building has been nearly free from leakage during 
the past year, and no particular local repairs seem to be 
required to keep it in as good condition as usual the com- 
ing winter. 
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MEMOIR. 

Albert Gallatin was born at Geneva, in Switzerland, 
on the 29th of January, 1761 ; belonging to one of the 
most distinguished Swiss families. It is a curious fact, that 
he was a kinsman of the distinguished financier, M. Necker. 
His first Swiss ancestor was John Gallatini, one of the ex- 
iles from Savoy, in the sixteenth century, at a time when 
Geneva received from Italy some of her noblest families, — 
one of which has since gained a world-wide reputation in 
the historian, Sismondi. John Gallatini,' the exile, was one 
of the magistrates of Geneva when it became an inde- 
pendent republic. It is said that his descendants have 
been, ever since, connected with the magistracy. We no- 
tice these facts, as having a special interest, because con- 
nected with the life of one of the earliest statesmen of our 
own republic, who was at the same time one of her most 
successful financiers. The two sons of Albert Gallatin, 
and their children, are the only survivors of the male line.* 

The name Gallatini seems, in later days, to have been 
almost always changed into Gallatin. In this country, cer- 
tainly, Mr. Gallatin always so wrote it. He never used 
here any Christian name but Albert. In the Nouvelle En- 
cyclopidie^ his name is said to have been Abraham Albert 
Alphonse Gallatin. 

His father died when he was four years old. He lost 
his mother also in his infancy, and he was educated under 
the care of a distant relative of hers. He pursued his ear- 
lier studies at the distinguished University of his native 
city. The historian MCiller was one of his teachers there, 
and the celebrated Dumont was his classmate. Pictet, after- 

* Dr. Jean Louis Gallatin, an eminent Parisian physician, seems to have 
been his near relative. He was born at Geneva in 1751, and, in his studies, 
distinguished himself as the pupil and friend of Theodore Trunchin. Re- 
moving to Paris he became the physician to the Duke of Orleans, and to the 
hospital founded by his kinswoman, Madame Necker. In this latter duty he 
lost his health, and died in 1783. 
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wards celebrated as a naturalist, and young Gallatin, were, 
at the time, the two students most distinguished ; Pictet ex- 
celling all others, even then, in physical science, while Mr. 
Gallatin's success was as remarkable in the classics. He 
graduated in 1779, in his nineteenth year. Early the next 
year, 1780, he left Geneva, without the knowledge of his 
friends, in company with a young man named Ser. They 
left us, says a letter from M. la Rochefoucauld d'Enviile to 
Franklin, "drawn by a love of glory and of liberty to 
America." In the same letter this gentleman describes 
young Gallatin as " well informed for his age, and of ex- 
cellent character thus far." He adds, that, as " they have 
kept their project from their kinsmen, we cannot tell where 
they will land. It is supposed, however, that they are go- 
ing to Philadelphia, or to the Continental army." 

This is the last account found of Mr, Ser, the companion 
of Mr. Gallatin, in the documents to which we have access, 
Mr. Gallatin himself arrived in Boston on the 14th or 15th 
of July, in the same year, a few weeks after the second 
arrival of Lafayette, and a day or two after the French fleet 
arrived at Newport. He made but a short slay at Boston, 
and proceeded at once to the Eastward, to the plantation, 
then of a few years' standing only, of Mechias, now Machias. 
This was a settlement almost wholly isolated on the sea- 
board, and the most easterly possession of this State which 
she succeeded in maintaining during the war. Mr. Gallatin 
was probably led thither by the fact that a son of a country- 
man of his own, Mr. Lewis Frederic Delesdernier, had been 
for some years established there. At this time Mr. Deles- 
dernier was the second in command of the company of 
troops which held Fort Gates, the military position which 
defended the settlement. Mr. Delesdernier received the 
young Swiss cordially, giving him assistance and employ- 
ment in his temporary poverty. Mr. Gallatin himself at- 
tempted to settle a lot of land, and there is still pointed ont 
the meadow where he cut the hay with his own hands. 
This is " Frost's Meadow " in Perry, not far from the site 
of the present Indian v 
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Fort Gates, at Mechias, was an establishment under the 
charge of Colonel John Allan, a Nova Scotia Whig, who 
had been intrusted with the defence of this extreme fron- 
tier since 1777, and remained in command of this fort, 
which he planned himself, until the peace in 1783. At 
the time of Mr. Gallatin's arrival, the garrison consisted of 
a single small company of rangers only, under the com- 
mand of Captain John Preble, with a few Indian scouts 
attached, and a single officer of artillery. About the 
time of Mr. Gallatin's arrival, a few men were enlisted for 
some temporary purpose, under the name of " the Irish Vol- 
unteers," serving from the 18th of September to the 20th 
of October. Although such occasional assistance as this is 
to be found noted in the volumes of Revolutionary Muster- 
Rolls, preserved in the State archives at Boston, — so that, 
from 1777 to 1783, the name of every man in that garrison, 
and his length of service, appear to be noted there, — Mr. 
Gallatin's name does not appear in that number. It ap- 
pears, therefore, that any services that he may have ren- 
dered in a military capacity were rendered as a volunteer, 
not attached in form to the garrison, — which his personal 
friendship for Lieutenant Delesdernier and his zeal in the 
cause would readily have suggested.* 

This little garrison had not been overlooked by the ene- 
my. In August, 1777, it repelled a severe attack with 
credit to itself. After this time, however, it was not at- 
tacked again. Mr. Gallatin, therefore, cannot have seen 
active service there. 

He remained about a year at Mechias. He then returned 
to Boston, in which place, or at Cambridge, he lived for 
nearly two years. 

It was during this period that he discharged, at Cam- 
bridge, the duties of instructor in the French language. 
The following is the vote of the Corporation appointing him 
in this capacity : — 

''July 2rf, 1782. — Toted, That Mr. Gallatin be permit- 

* Such services gave rise, probably, to the erroneous supposition that he en- 
listed in that force, and to the statement that he commanded it. 
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ted to instruct, in the French language, such of the stu- 
dents as desire it, and who shall obtain permission from 
their parents or guardians, in writing, signified under their 
hands, to the President, which students shall be assessed in 
their quarter bills the sums agreed for with Mr. Gallatin 
for their instruction ; and that Mr. Gallatin be allowed the 
use of the Library, a chamber in the College, and commons 
at the rate paid by the tutors, if he desire it." 

Such a connection as this with the University was the cus- 
tomary arrangement then for instruction in any new branch 
of study, not covered by the previous College system. 

Gentlemen then resident at Cambridge retained always 
very pleasant recollections of the young Swiss teacher. 
He was at that time in circumstances of poverty, lived 
with the greatest simplicity and economy, and, in his 
after life, recalled with true warmth of gratitude such at- 
tentions as it was in the power of those around him to be- 
stow upon him. One only of his pupils, the venerable 
Thomas Greenleaf, Esq., of Cluincy, still survives. He has 
favored us with the following note of his recollections of 
his distinguished teacher. 

" I was a member of Harvard College at the time when 
he was a teacher of French in Cambridge, but was a very 
short time under his tuition. He must have been then 
young, for I entered college at the early age of thirteen, 
and am now the only surviving member of the class that 
graduated in 1784. I well recollect that he was then con- 
sidered an intelligent and very able teacher. I was so well 
pleased with his mode of instruction, that my classmate, 
Thomas Russell — a son of the Hon. Thomas Russell, mer- 
chant, of Boston — and myself requested him to give us 
private lessons in French during the vacation ; he consented, 
and met us at the mansion-house of Mr. Russell, in Sum- 
mer Street, for that purpose. A term was commenced, 
but, after receiving from him a few lessons, some five or 
six only, he left this part of the country for the West, to 
our very great regret, as we felt ourselves deprived of the 
advantages we confidently expected to receive from his 
able and pleasing manner of teaching." 
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Mr. Gallatin left Cambridge for Philadelphia in July, 
1783. He never resumed his residence in New England. 

He resided in Philadelphia, in company with a French 
gentleman named Savery, until November, 1783, when he 
removed to Western Virginia, intending to reside there. It 
is said that some Indian disturbances, with other causes, 
changed this intention. He had received his patrimony froni 
Europe while in Virginia, and in December, 1785, removed 
to Fayette county, Pennsylvania, where he bought an estate. 
Here that popularity surrounded him which he always held 
afterwards. In 1789 he was chosen a member of the Con- 
stitutional Convention of the State ; the next three years 
he was a member of the Legislature, which body, in 1793, 
elected him one of the Senators in the United States Senate. 

He took his seat in the Senate on the opening of the 
next session, the first of the third Congress, December 2, 
1793. The Vice-President laid before the Senate, the 
same day, a petition of certain persons, that he might not 
hold this seat, on the ground, that when chosen Senator 
he had not been a citizen nine years. This petition was 
not definitely acted upon until Febuary 27, 1794. • 

In the mean time Mr. Gallatin acted as a member of 
the Senate, occasionally speaking. It is worthy of memo- 
ry, that, in a nearly full Senate, he was one of a minority 
of two * who voted against the amendment to the Consti- 
tution which is now the eleventh article of amendment. 
"The judicial power of the United States shall not be 
construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, com- 
menced or prosecuted against one of the United States by 
citizens of another State, or by citizens or subjects of any 
foreign state." This amendment passed the Senate by a 
Vote of twenty-three to two. 

On the 10th of February, 1794, the Committee on Elec- 
tions reported adversely to his claim. The Senate was at 
that time considering whether to hold public sessions ; its 
legislative as well as its executive sessions having been 
previously held in private. It was specially resolved, how- 

* Mr. Rutherford voted with him. 
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ever, that, for the discussion of this contested election, the 
doors of the Senate should be opened. But it was not until 
the next winter that the Senate-chamber was regularly open 
to the public, as it now is, during its legislative action. 

The discussion on his right to a seat lasted until Feb- 
ruary 27th, when the Senate decided to sustain its commit- 
tee's report, by rejecting the formal motion, — " Resolved, 
that Albert Gallatin, returned to this house as a member 
from the State of Pennsylvania, is duly qualified for and 
entitled to a seat in the Senate of the United States." 
Twelve Senators voted for and fourteen against this resolu- 
tion ; such being the relative strength of the Democratic 
and Federal parties in the Senate at that time. Mr. Galla- 
tin, in the course of the inquiry, drew up a statement of 
facts, which was agreed to by the petitioners, on which the 
question was argued. Brief as it is, it is valuable as his au- 
tobiography. It is in the following words : — 

" Albert Gallatin was born at Geneva, on the 29th day 
of January, 1761. He left that place for the United 
States in April or May, 1780, arrived in Boston, Massachu- 
setts, on the 14th - 15th July, of the same year, and has 
ever since resided within the United States. In October, 
1780, he removed from Boston to Machias, in the Province 
of Maine, in which place and its neighbourhood he resided 
one year, and commenced a settlement on a tract of vacant 
land. During that time, he furnished, out of his own 
funds, supplies (amounting in value to more than sixty 
pounds, Massachusetts currency) to Colonel John Allen 
(who was the commanding officer stationed there, and also 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the Eastern Depart- 
ment) for the use of the American troops, and, on several 
occasions, served as a volunteer under the same officer's 
command. For the said supplies he received, one year 
after, a warrant on the treasury of the State of Massachu- 
setts, which he sold at a considerable depreciation. In 
October, 1781, he returned to Boston ; and in the spring of 
1782 was, by a vote of the Corporation of the University 
of Cambridge (otherwise called Harvard College), chosen 
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instructor of the French language of the said University. 
By the same vote he was allowed a room in the college, 
the privilege of the commons at the tutors' table, the use of 
the library, and also the right of having his pay (which de- 
pended on the voluntary subscription and attendance of the 
students) collected by the steward of the institution, to- 
gether with other charges against the students for board 
and education. Those terms he accepted, and remained in 
that station for the term of one year. In July, 1783, he 
removed to Pennsylvania, and in November of the same 
year proceeded to Virginia, in which State he had pur- 
chased more than one thousand acres of land (and amount- 
ing to more than one hundred pounds, Virginia currency, 
in value), some time between July and November, 1783. 
Between this last-mentioned period and the month of Octo- 
ber, 1785, he purchased other lands in said State, to a very 
large amount ; and in said last-mentioned month he took an 
oath of allegiance to said State. In December, 1785, he 
purchased the plantation in Payette county, Pennsylvania, 
on which he has lived ever since. In October, 1789, he 
was chosen a member of the Convention to amend the 
Constitution of Pennsylvania, and in October, 1790, 1791, 
and 1792, he was elected member of the Legislature of the 
same State. On the 28th of February, 1793, he was cho- 
sen Senator to represent the said State in the Congress of the 
United States, and took his seat in December following." 

About this time, Mr. Gallatin married Hannah Nichol- 
son, the daughter of Commodore James Nicholson. Mrs. 
Gallatin is remembered by all who knew her with great 
regard. She died but a few weeks before her husband. 

He returned from the Senate to his home in Fayette 
county. The same summer, the opposition to the excise 
laws of the United States, which had existed for two or 
three years in the western counties, broke out, in Alleghany 
county, into those violent acts to which has been given 
the name of the " Whiskey Insurrection." Public meet- 
ings of disaffected persons were held, — the militia of the 
counties summoned together by the disaffected persons, at 
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Braddock's field, — and, at a meeting composed principally 
of those who had been concerned in burning the house of 
General Nevil, the government inspector, an assembly of 
delegates to be chosen in the four western counties was 
called, to meet on the 14th day of August, at Parkinson's 
Ferry. It was hoped, doubtless, by the disorganizers, that 
this assembly would be of such men as would favor and 
forward their plans ; but persons well affected to govern- 
ment joined in the call, and, as the time for the meeting ap- 
proached, such persons joined also in the " choosing of dis- 
creet delegates '' to the Parkinson assembly. Of these del- 
egates Mr. Gallatin was one. He describes the meeting thus : 
— " It was partly a true representation of the people, but it 
was partly not so ; for as there are not in this State any reg- 
ular township meetings, a few individuals collected in any 
one township might appoint deputies, and the truth is, that, 
in almost every case, a minority of the inhabitants of the 
respective townships did make the appointments ; in every 
township, likewise, where there were any violent charac- 
ters, such characters would undoubtedly attend the elec- 
tion, while, on the other hand, moderate men and friends 
to order were cautious, either in attending the elections or 
in sufiering themselves to be elected." 

The delegates met on an eminence, under the shade of 
trees. Colonel Cook was appointed chairman, and Mr. 
Gallatin secretary. Although many of the delegates were 
disaffected and " inflammatory " persons, they had not, as 
it proved, the control of the meeting. Mr. Gallatin ap- 
peared at once as the leader of those who were seeking to 
appease the popular excitement, and gain time to bring the 
people to their duty. To his exertions, according to Mr. 
Findlay's account, the pacific termination of the meeting 
was due. The leaders of the " insurgents " had drawn up 
a series of violent resolutions, of which the second pro- 
posed the appointment of " a Committee of Public Safety, 
to call forth the resources of the Western country, and re- 
pel any hostile attempts that may be made against the cit- 
izens, or the body of the people." " If," says Mr. Findlay, 



24 



" such a resolution had been offered before such a number 
of persons had become desperate by being involved in the 
preceding riots, it would not have been heard with pa- 
tience ; but now it required both great address and great 
fortitude to parry it. Fortunately, there was among the 
delegates a man well qualified for this purpose. His for- 
titude was no doubt the greater, as he knew he was in no 
danger at home for what he might say here. I mean Mr. 
Gallatin, the secretary. He rose, and began by criticizing 
on the word * hostility ' ; asked what it meant, or from 
whence the hostilities were to come. He alleged, if it was 
the exertions of government that were designed to be op- 
posed, the term was improper ; the exertions of govern- 
ment on the citizens, in support of the laws, being coer- 
cion, and not hostility." 

Mr. Gallatin attempted to refer the resolutions for 
amendment. But '' so great was the prevailing panic, 
that, notwithstanding the number of well-disposed mem- 
bers that were in the meeting, he was not seconded." Af- 
ter some delay, however. Marshal himself, one of the prom- 
inent " insurgents," ofiered to withdraw the resolution, on 
condition that a committee of sixty should be appointed, 
with power to call a new meeting of the people or their 
deputies. This was instantly agreed to, and a new resolu- 
tion was studiously modified, so as to insure its adoption, 
and was agreed to by the meeting. 

" Mr. Gallatin had the fortitude," adds Findlay, " to ob- 
ject to the exception against the excise, and procured it to 
be struck out ; but durst not offer an afSirmative resolution 
in favor of submitting to it. Indeed, the doing so at this 
time would have been imprudent, nor would success, in 
such a resolution, have been of use till submission to the 
municipal laws had been restored." 

The result of a convention from which so much had 
been feared was, under such agency, simply the appoint- 
ment of a committee of conference, and a call for another 
assembly. Of the committee of conference, appointed to 
meet the government commissioners, Mr. Gallatin was 
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one. They acceded to the terms proposed by the com- 
missioners at once, and used their eflForts to induce the peo- 
ple to accept them. Mr. Gallatin, as a judge of election in 
Fayette county, officially returned the signatures of a large 
number of the citizens of that county to an association 
agreement to support the government. His influence must 
have been of great value throughout, in keeping down the 
spirit of disajQfection. 

In the next year, a Congressional district, in which he 
did not reside, embracing Alleghany county, chose him, 
without drawing party distinctions, its member in Con- 
gress ; and he held his seat, as member for that district, 
until, in 1801, he was appointed Secretary of the Treas- 
ury by Mr. Jeflferson. In the first Congress in which he 
thus sat, the celebrated question relating to measures for 
carrying out Jay's treaty came up, and was decided. Mr. 
Gallatin was in the minority of forty-eight, which, in the 
division, appeared against a majority of fifty-three. He 
spoke against the treaty, and his speech was printed. He 
was always an active member, and spoke frequently. 
While a member, he published, in 1796, his " Sketch of 
the Finances of the United States," and, in 1800, " Views 
of the Public Debt, Receipts, and Expenditures of the 
United States." 

From his appointment as Secretary of the Treasury, in 
1801, he retained that seat until 1813. For he held his 
seat in Mr. Madison's cabinet, although individually op- 
posed to the war. Mr. Madison nominated him, May 31, 
1813, one of the envoys to negotiate peace. The Senate 
rejected the nomination, on the ground that that office was 
incompatible with his office as Secretary of the Treasury, 
which he still held. He afterwards resigned his seat in the 
cabinet, was nominated as envoy again, and the nomination 
was confirmed. In 1814, with the other envoys at Ghent, 
he signed the treaty of peace ; and in 1815, with Mr. Ad- 
ams and Mr. Clay, concluded a commercial convention^with 
Great Britain. From 1816 to 1823, he was our minister 
at Paris, and in 1827 and 1828, our minister at London. 

4 
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In 1829 he was appointed a commissioner, together with 
Mr. Preble, to draw up the statement in relation to the 
Northeastern Boundary question, to be presented, on behalf 
of our government, to the king of the Netherlands, for his 
arbitration. In 1824, he was nominated as a candidate for 
the Vice-Presidency by that part of the Democratic party 
which supported Mr. Crawford, but he withdrew from the 
canvass. 

Since 1829 he has not been in official political life. Un- 
til 1839, however, he held the Presidency of the National 
Bank, in New York ; and, until the end of his life, his 
opinions were sought as of great weight in matters of pol- 
icy and finance. He has not withdrawn from an interest 
in public affairs since he left official duty. His essays on 
the Northeastern Boundary Question, the Map of Mr. Jay, 
the Danger of War with England, and Peace with Mexico, 
are so recent as to be distinctly recollected in the commu- 
nity, through which they were widely circulated. 

Gentlemen, of whatever party, who associated with him 
in political life, unite in testifying to the amenity of dispo- 
sition and diligence of research which he brought to his 
public duties. He was a favorite speaker in Congress, al- 
though his remnant of French accent sometimes excited a 
smile. Abroad, his knowledge of foreign customs and his 
gentleness of manner made him generally popular. There 
still remain pleasant anecdotes of his oflFers of service to 
those who had befriended him in his early New England 
career, — oflFers made by him after he had attained distin- 
guished political position. When the collection district of 
Eastport was established, he named his old friend. Lieuten- 
ant Delesdernier, as the first collector, — and he retained 
that position till his death. 

In the words of one of our members, who knew him 
well, " He was a very extraordinary man. That he was 
able to plunge into the politics of this country, and succeed 
as he did, shows great force of character. For he excelled 
in that, which, for a foreigner, is most difficult, — I mean in 
public speaking. He was a leader of the Democratic party 
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In the House of Representatives, at a time when they had 
such men as Mr. Livingston, Giles, and Nicholas on the 
:floor of that body, — a leader not only in council, but in de- 
late. His perceptions were clear, and his knowledge pre- 
cise and accurate, beyond those of most men. The most 
3)erplexed subject became transparent in his hands. This 
was not owing to any extraordinary skill in the use of lan- 
guage, although, for a foreigner, his command of the Eng- 
lish was remarkable. He probably, however, wrote French 
better than he did English. But his arrangement, discrim- 
ination, and reasoning were faultless." 

These political services of Mr. Gallatin are not more im- 
portant than those scientific and literary labors, which 
occupied him to the very close of his life, and have a 
special interest for our Society. 

Among these labors, more properly than among those 
usually expected of a cabinet officer, we should speak of 
his elaborate report on internal improvements. This was 
prepared in 1807 and 1808, in answer to an order of the 
Senate. It is the earliest complete view of the subject 
by the national government. It was made, of course, with- 
out opportunity to introduce steam-navigation or steam 
land-carriage among the facilities at command. It is none 
the less interesting, however. For it gives an elaborate 
view of the necessities of the whole country, brings for- 
ward reports of all enterprises then undertaken here, and 
proposes a comprehensive series of plans for the enlarging 
the internal intercourse of the whole nation. At that time, 
these schemes must have seemed immense, though they are 
now so far passed by in the development of our resoiurces. 
He proposes for the action of the general government, either 
directly or by the assistance which it should give to local 
enterprises, the system of canals and turnpikes of which he 
makes the following recapitulation : — 
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I. From north to south, in a direction parallel 

to the sea-^oast : — 

1. Canals opening an inland navigation for 
sea-vessels from Massachusetts to North 
Carolina, being more than two thirds of the 
Atlantic coast, and across all the principal 

capes, except Cape Fear, . . $ 3,000,000 

2. A great turnpike from Maine to Georgia, 
along the whole extent of the Atlantic sea- 
coast, 4,800,000 

II. From east to west : — 

1. Improvement of four great Atlantic rivers, 
including canals parallel to them, . . 1,600,000 

2. Four first-rate turnpike-roads from those 
rivers across the mountains, to the four 
corresponding Western rivers, . . 2,800,000 

3. Canal around Falls of Ohio, . . . 300,000 

4. Improvement of roads to Detroit, St. Louis, 

and New Orleans, 200,000 

III. In a northern and northwestwardly direc- 
tion, forming inland navigation between 
the Atlantic sea-coast, and the Great Lakes 
and St. Lawrence : — 

1. Inland navigation between North River 

and Lake Champlain, .... 800,000 

2. Great inland navigation, opened the whole 
way by canals from North River to Lake 

Ontario, 2,200,000 

3. Canal around Falls of Niagara, opening a 
sloop navigation from Lake Ontario to 
Upper Lakes, as far as extremities of Lake 
Michigan, 1,000,000 

$ 16,600,000 

He then brings out a view of the available resources of 
the national treasury, arguing that it could accomplish this 
enterprise, without new taxation, in ten years' time. 

In the mass of correspondence which he collected in 
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his duty, is a very long and valuable letter from Robert 
niton, who had studied such a scheme for many years, 
mir. Gallatin calls particular attention to this letter. It is now 
St most curious paper ; for, although written in December, 
1807, it contains no allusion to the grand invention which 
its author had then just tested, — which so soon afterwards 
effected a more magnificent internal intercommunication 
than any which even his sanguine report ventures to look 
forward to. No one did so much as himself to set aside 
the necessity of such schemes for intercourse as his re- 
port had been advising. A letter of Mr. Latrobe's gives 
a detailed account of railways and their advantages as then 
known. It is a good instance of that keen insight which 
was one of Mr. Gallatin's remarkable gifts, that, from an 
immense mass of kindred letters, he selected, as most val- 
uable and worthy of wide circulation, these two, where his 
judgment has been so signally confirmed by time. 

We allude to this report as an instance of Mr. Gallatin's 
generous public spirit and scientific zeal. His most elabo- 
rate literary work is his " Synopsis of the Indian Tribes 
within the United States, east of the Rocky Mountains, and 
in the British and Russian Possessions in North America." 
This is the memoir which he prepared for this Society, and 
which forms the principal part of the second volume of its 
transactions. From his own account of it, it appears that 
he took the first step to it in 1823, at which time he was 
residing in Paris. He drew up, at the request of Alexander 
von Humboldt, a memoir on the Indian languages, for the 
use of that distinguished author, who proposed to annex it 
to the second edition of his work on Mexico. While it 
was yet in manuscript. Von Humboldt gave the use of it to 
the distinguished philologist, Adrien von Balbi, who was 
then preparing his Ethnographic Atlas. In the seventh 
chapter of his Introduction to this Atlas, Balbi uses this 
memoir as one of his leading authorities in regard to the 
division of the native tribes of the eastern part of North 
America. The publication of Balbi's work excited the 
attention of this Society ; and the Society requested Mr. 
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Gallatin to furnish a copy of his essay for publication in 
its transactions. He had not preserved any copy of the 
essay itself, but, in the mean time, had published a " Table 
of the Tribes," embracing its results ; had collected ma- 
terials for very considerable additions to it ; and had en- 
gaged himself in bringing these into order. The result, 
published by this Society in 1836, is his comprehensive 
essay which we have named. The introduction is in itself 
an elaborate and complete work, which must remain the 
standard authority on the geographical distribution and 
mutual relations of the American tribes; since it is de- 
veloped from the results of inquiries which could not all of 
them, even now, be renewed, as the extinction of diflfer- 
ent languages and even tribes is still going on. To this 
essay he adds, as an appendix, another essay, of great 
philological value, on the grammar of the Indian languages. 
These two essays lead to the comparative vocabularies of 
fifty-one diflFerent tribes. The collection and arrangement 
of the material for this work show the diligence and com- 
prehensiveness of his intellectual labor, and the result is 
the most valuable treatise which has been attempted on the 
Indian language of the continent. 

In the first volume of the Proceedings of the New York 
Ethnological Society, he adds to this paper one on the semi- 
civilized nations of Mexico, Yucatan, and Peru. Without 
as good opportunity to go into the study of language as he 
had in the cases of the Northern Indian tribes, he had here 
other resources by which to study race and origin. The 
paper is a very curious sequel to the " Synopsis " already 
named. Mr. Gallatin's authority on the similarity of gram- 
matical forms evident in comparison of the languages of 
the semi-civilized nations with those of Northern tribes, is 
of great value in the questions relating to the 'American 
aborigines and their origin. 

His interest in the subject of this great work was un- 
abated to the period of his death. He was the founder of 
the New York Ethnological Society, instituted to carry on 
and collect kindred investigations. His papers form a con- 
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siderable part of the two volumes already published by that 
Society. As the progress of discovery and adventure south 
of the old Louisiana, and west of the Rocky Mountains, 
brought more and more tribes and languages into distinct 
view, he added to the results of the comprehensive essay 
which we have described, and was able to carry out farther 
the profound suggestions which he had already made, on 
the connection between the ancient Mexicans and the 
tribes of our own land. 

One of his last published papers is a letter which he 
addressed to Lieutenant Emory, in August, 1847, on the 
Indian tribes of the valley of the River Gila. It shows in 
the most interesting way how active and powerful was his 
mind, although he was then in his eighty-sixth year. In 
the compass of a few pages he so alludes to the different 
lines of research which he is still pursuing, as to present a 
beautiful picture of the activity of a serene and well-trained 
old age. 

He died at his seat, at Astoria, near New York, on the 
12th of August last. 

In his death the country has lost the man most learned 
in all questions relating to the origin, the language, and the 
mutual relations of the native tribes. It has lost, at the same 
time, a statesman, whose memory went back over the whole 
of its history, and whose calm review of the past gave great 
weight to all his counsels for present political duty. 

RESOLUTION. 

Resolved, That by the decease of the Hon. Albert Gal- 
latin, the American Antiquarian Society has lost one of its 
most efficient and distinguished members. In his connec- 
tion with the studies which occupy our institution, we 
have lesirned to regard him as a man of science, uniting 
great sagacity in observation with singular comprehensive- 
ness of mind. The distinction he has gained, and the ser- 
vices he has rendered in this relation, are not less eminent 
than those of his career as an upright statesman and suc- 
cessful diplomatist. 
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NOTE. 

Mr. Gallatin's published works, besides ordinary official 
papers, are, so far as we can name them : — 

1796. Speech in the General Assembly of Pennsylvania, 
on the Question of the Validity of the Elections 
held in the four Western Counties of the State, 
October 14, 1794. With Notes and an Appendix 
containing Documents relating to the Western In- 
surrection. Philadelphia, pp. 66. 

1796. Speech in Congress on the British Treaty. 

1796. Sketch of the Finances of the United States. 8vo. 
New York. 

1798. Speech in Congress on the Foreign Intercourse Bill. 
8vro. Philadelphia. 

1798. Statements of the Payments made by the Several 

States on the Direct Tax. 

1799. Two Speeches in Congress on the Bill for Augment- 

ing the Navy, February 7th and 11th. 8vo, 
Philadelphia. 

1800. Views of the Public Debt, Receipts, and Expendi- 

tures of the United States. 8vo. New York. 

1808. Report on Roads and Canals. 

1832. Memorial of the Free Trade Convention. 

1836. Synopsis of the Indian Tribes within the United 
States, east of the Rocky Mountains, and in the 
British and Russian Possessions in North Amer- 
ica. 8vo. pp. 422. Published by the American 
Antiquarian Society. 

1840. The Right of the United States to the Northeast- 
ern Boundary claimed by them, and refused by 
England. Principally extracted from the State- 
ments laid before the King of the Netherlands, 
pp. 178, maps and plates. 

1843. Inaugural Address when chosen President of the 
New York Historical Society. 

1843. A Memoir on the Northeastern Boundary, in con- 
nection with Mr. Jay's Map. 

1847. On the Semi-civilization of New Mexico. Published 
by the New York Ethnological Society, in the 
second volume of their Transactions. 

1847. War with England. 8vo. New York. 

1848. Peace with Mexico. 8vo. New York. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 



SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING,— APBIL 30, 1861, 

At the Booms of the American Academy of Abts and Science8| 

IN Boston. 



Hon, Edward Everett, President, in the chair. 

After the reading of the record of the last meeting, in 
October, 1850, the Report of the Council to the Society, 
with the Treasurer's Report, and the Report of the Librari- 
an, were read. 

Voted, To accept the Report of the Council, embracing 
the other Reports, and to re-commit the same to the Coun- 
cil, for such disposition as they may think proper. 

Voiedj To proceed to ballot for the election of John C. 
B. Davis, Esq., of Worcester (now in London), as a member 
of the Society. 

Mr. Davis was accordingly elected. 

On motion of Professor Simon Greenleaf, it was 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to 
Hon. Stephen Salisbury, for his munificent donation of a 
valuable lot for a new library building. 

On motion of the same gentleman, it was 

Voted, That the whole subject of erecting a new library 
building, and the disposal of the old building and land, be 



submitted to the discretion of the Council, with full power 
to sell the old building and land, and erect a new one, as 
they may think proper. 

Voted^ To dissolve the meeting. 



REPORT OP THE COUNCIL, 

APRIL 30, 1851. 

The Council of the American Antiquarian Society, pur- 
suant to the provisions of the by-laws, submit the following 
as their semi-annual report. 

These reports, required to be made once in six months, 
are designed to keep the Association informed of the doings 
of the Coimcil, which has the supervision of affairs during 
the interval. The even tenor of our way, and the quiet 
manner in which our business is done, furnish little to at- 
tract public attention ; and while our advances in growth, 
from one stated meeting to another, are almost as imper- 
ceptible as the motion of the hands upon the dial of a clock, 
or the progress of the turning shadow, yet, if we inquire 
what our condition was in the outset, and compare it with 
the present state of things, the evidence will establish the 
encouraging fact that we have made progress, and that our 
labors have neither been vain nor fruitless. 

Perhaps, in reference to this consideration, it will not be 
a waste of time to glance at the past in a summary of such 
leading events as are connected with our origin, our objects 
as defined by the foimders, and the measures adopted to 



execute them. This wUl bring the course of policy which 
has been pursued with some degree of distinctness before 
the Society, and indicate our probable future course. 

In October, 1812, Isaiah Thomas, Nath'l Paine, Wm. 
Paine, Levi Lincoln, Aaron Bancroft, and Edward Bangs, 
all of Worcester, and all long since deceased, laid before the 
legislature their petition, praying for an act of incorporation, 
declaring it to be their purpose, " to contribute to the ad- 
vancement of the arts and sciences, and to aid by their in- 
dividual and tmited efforts in collecting and preserving such 
materials as may be useful in marking their progress." 

An act was passed, and became a law on the 24th of the 
same October, and the first meeting under it was held on 
the 19th day of November following. When the Society was 
organized. 

The next step was to mark out the course to be pursued. 
At a meeting held in Sept. 1813, a committee which had 
been previously instructed "to draw up some accoiint of the 
nature of the institution with a detailed statement of its 
objects," made their report, in which, among other things, 
they say " Should it be asked what are the intended objects 
of this Society ? we will answer in the words of Sir Wil- 
liam Jones to the Asiatic Society, ' Man and Nature .•— 
Whatisver is or has been performed by the one, or produced 
by the other,^ " and again they say, "the chief objects of the 
inquiries and researches of this Society will be American 
Antiquities, natural, artificial, and literary ; not, however, 
excluding those of other countries." 

It is stated also in the petition, that one of the petitioners 

had a valuable collection of books which he proposed to 

transfer to the Society ; and, at a meeting held in 1814, it 

* is stated, that, " Our library now consists of nearly 3000 

volumes," 



The plan thus developed, is sufficiently broad and com- 
prehensive, embracing an investigation of the works of man 
and the products of Nature, with a view to treasure up for 
future use, whatever should be of value in literature or 
physiology. This design, if faithfully and successfully ex- 
ecuted, will in time build up an institution which will be 
an honor to our race, and a point of attraction to men of 
learning, wherever they may be. This we are aware is in 
the dim, contingent future, and that the tardy progress tow- 
ards it will demand labor and patience. We are fully aware 
also of the disadvantages under which we carry forward 
this enterprise. With the exception of the Librarian, those 
connected with the Institution have employments of their 
own, which demand their attention, leaving them little leis- 
ure to cultivate the taste, and employ the means which 
would be most efficient in securing a vigorous growth. 
Nevertheless, when we contrast the past with the present, 
and consider the resources which have been employed to 
make us what we are, we have no feeling of despair or dis- 
couragement. 

It will be thirty-nine years the 19th of next November, 
since the organization of the Society. It then had no funds, 
no real or personal estate, no place of deposit, and nothing 
to deposit. Its whole resources then consisted in the prom- 
ise of a small, but respectable private library — and in the 
courage, under the auspices of their leader, Isaiah Thomas, 
to make an eSoTt to deserve success. 

The library was kept in the mansion of Mr. Thomas, and 
the meetings of the Council were held there ; and he might 
with great justice have said "quorum pars magna fui." In 
1819, upon the Antiquarian lot, then owned by him, h© 
erected, at his own expense, the centre building of the hall 
now owned and occupied by the Society. The books and 



cabinet were moved into it in 1820, and from that time to 
this it has been our place of deposit and business. 

In 1831, eleven years after, Mr. Thomas died, leaving to 
the Society the land and the building, and a legacy which, 
in cash, may be estimated at about $24,000 (though a con- 
siderable part of it was realized at a later period), besides 
the books which he had from time to time contributed to 
the library. Mr. Thomas was emphatically the father of 
the association. He nursed it into life, and from his private 
resources gave to it the inherent strength and vigor to move 
on its career, and commend itself to public favor, both by 
its present importance, and its promise of future usefulness. 

Its aflfairs have at all times been quietly, nay, almost 
silently conducted. No temporary expedients, no artificial 
stimulants have been employed to give to it a factitious im- 
portance. No pecimiary aid has been solicited for it, nor 
has prosperity been sought through any means except that 
voluntary support which is yielded from a conviction that 
we axe engaged in a meritorious work deserving encourage- 
ment. 

On this platform we have stood, and under this system of 
action we have come to be what we are ,• and we leave all 
who feel an interest in us, to decide for themselves whether 
the Institution furnishes good groimds for hope. 

Our library, from the small beginnings which have been 
pointed out, has gradually, and to a large extent through the 
benevolent contributions of numerous individuals, besides 
its principal benefactor, increased, till it now contains about 
19,000 volumes, besides a mass of pamphlets, maps, prints, 
and manuscripts. 

While we have been thus encouraged by the countenance 
and support of a multitude of learned and enlightened indi* 
viduals, we have not neglected another duty devolved upon 
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us by the founders. The Society at an early day resolved 
to penetrate as far as possible the misty regions of aboriginal 
history, and to make the world better acquainted with the 
American Indians and their attainments in civilization. 

In 1820, they published a volume of Archaeology, of 436 
pages, in which the principal article was from the pen of 
Mr. Atwater, containing an account of his researches among 
the ancient mounds, works of defence, and other remains in 
the West, illustrated by maps, plans and drawings. This 
works goes far towards putting to rest the supposition that 
this region was once inhabited by a race of civilized men. 
Nothing discovered by the writer, or by subsequent research, 
sustains this supposition. 

In 1836, the Society turned its attention to a branch of 
this subject of greater interest, and promising in the end to 
do much towards disclosing the source from whence the 
Indian tribes came, and their identity with other nations, if 
they have any. This subject was considered in a learned, 
elaborate essay, of great merit, by the late Albert Gallatin, 
published in that year by this Society, in a volume of 673 
pages. This is an auspicious beginning, and it remains for 
the Society to decide whether it will not pursue with zeal 
the subject, and extend its collection of facts, until they be- 
come sufficient to authorize deductions which will be of 
great interest to the savans of the world. 

These two volumes have been received by the leame^ 
with decided tokens of approbation, and have reflected credit 
upon thp Society which has been the medium of publication. 

In 186Q, WG commenced a third publication, consistu^ 
chiefly of the early records of the Colony of Massachusetts 
Bay, with notes by pur Librarian, who has executed a diffi- 
cvdt tai^ demsmding gr^t labor and p^ttience^ in a manner, 
credits^ble to himself, and satisfactory tq the Society. This 
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volume, also, covering as it does a most interesting portion 
of the early history of our colonial ancestors, cannot, from 
its identity with things which we deeply venerate, fail to com- 
mand public approbation in our country. To the philoso- 
pher, or the antiquarian, it may be less attractive than its 
predecessors, — 'but to the theologian, the statesman, and the 
advocate of free inquiry and free institutions, it is of the 
deepest interest in developing the germs of the great future 
in which we live. 

This brief but imperfect outline of the leading events in 
our history, for nearly thirty-njhe years, shows at a glance 
our resources and our progress. 

In 1812, we had a few books, perhaps 2000 volumes 5 
now we have 19,000. In 1831, we came for the first time 
into the enjoyment of a fund designed for the support of 
the Institution, — -Mr. Thomas up to that time having de-» 
frayed the necessary charges, chiefly from his own purse. 
This fund as it was finally realized, amounted to about 
$24,000. This day, by the Treasurer's Report, it amounts 
to $31,268,73. 

Having glanced at what we were, and at what we are, it 
now remains to add a few words respecting the future. 

Our labors in collecting and preserving are far from being 
completed. While the press throws off the mental produce 
tions of our race, we shall continue to gather up and gar^ 
ner, until we have a va^t store-house of human productions, 
marking and defining the progress of the thoughts and ac^ 
tions which shall characterize events as they succeed each 
other. The accumulation of books, njaps, n^anuscripts, 
relics, and fossils, will not be suspended until the Society 
ceases to have vitality. 

The sciences of language, anatomy, and geology, have 
opened to explorers new fields, rich iu those productions, 
which have, in this our day, thrown $1 flood of light upon 

2 
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things before imperfectly understood, Through the evi- 
dence disclosed by fossil remains, we can ante-date all writ- 
ten history, and satisfy ourselves what animals and fishes 
existed before letters were known, and, through the help of 
anatomy, assign to them their appropriate classification. 

So it is with languages. Their elements are easily ana- 
lyzed, and it is not difiicult to trace the proofs of a kindred 
relation, wh(3re it exists, imtil the head or source is discover- 
ed. But it takes time, labor, and patience. This soiu^ce of 
evidence is open to us among the Indiafts, and in the absence 
of all written records may, and probably will, lead us step 
by step, till the parent tongue is found, and the line of 
kindred traced back to a common ancestor. By this process 
much may be done to settle vexed questions, and improve 
our knowledge of Indian history. 

Analysis reaches the person of the Indian, as well as his 
language. Although much has been done to develop a 
knowledge of his physical characteristics, yet it is believed 
much remains for research. When this field is fully ex- 
plored, and the facts are collected, they will do much to 
settle and define the relation which he bears to the other 
races inhabiting the earth. 

Again, the fossil remains, which may be considered the 
records of nature, disclosing new and interesting facts in 
natural history, should not escape our attention. We should 
appropriate as many leaves from this book as we can obtain. 

But we need not dwell upon these considerations, as there 
is little danger of our exhausting the sources of research 
opened to us by the founders. 

We cannot, however, close these remarks without a brief 
notice of one or two other topics connected with our affairs* 

A member of our Board, the Honorable Stephen Salisbury, 
having made from time to time, several valuable donations 
in books, has, since the last semi-annual meeting, given to 
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the Society a valuable lot for the site of a new library. 
This lot is situated between the old Court House and High- 
land street, and is in all respects, well adapted to the uses 
proposed. While this liberal gift entitles Mr. Salisbury to 
our unfeigned gratitude, it places him in point of generosity 
next to our principal benefactor. 

We shall part with the old Hall and its site with some re- 
gret, as it is the place provided by the mimificence of Mr. 
Thomas, and doubtless intended by him to be perpetuated 
to the uses of the Society. There are, too, many associations 
connected with it, which cannot be relinquished without 
painful sensations. The Council have not disregarded these 
considerations, or treated them with unbecoming levity. 
The pecuniary interests of the Society, and its anxiety to 
conform with scrupulous exactness to the conditions imposed 
by Mr. Thomas, would lead them to remain where they 
axe ; but the site is so damp as to be injurious to books and 
papers, and moreover the building itself has become inade- 
quate to our exigences. Under these circumstances, the very 
liberEil proposition of Mr. Salisbury seemed to furnish a jus- 
tifiable reason for the erection of a building upon a new site 
exempt from the inconveniences to which we have been 
subjected. 

Since our last meeting, we have seen the announcement 
of the death of David Daggett, of New Haven, one of our 
members. Mr. Daggett W£is known to all of us who were 
educated at Yale College, as a distinguished lawyer, who 
was a shining star among such men as Dr. Dwight, Presi- 
dent Day, Professor Silliman, Roger M, Sherman, Judge 
Gould, Nathan Smith, and others. Among all the gifted 
men to which the writer has listened at the bar, he remem- 
bers no one who addressed a jury with greater force and 
effect. His manner was warm, earnest, and apparently sin- 
cere. His eloquence was often captivating, and his argu 
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hlents were pressed with force and ingenuity. He had de* 
Iservedly a great name in his profession among great men. 
His talents raised him to the Senate of the United States, 
where he acquitted himself in a manner which secured the 
confidence and respect of his Contemporaries. Afterwards 
he was made Chief Justice of Connecticut, by a democratic 
legislature, being himself a federalist ; which is a tribute to 
his integrity and capacity of which few men can boast. A 
native of Massachusetts, he spent his life in Connecticut, 
where he died at an advanced age, leaving behind him a 
character for integrity and capacity, which will place him 
high on the roll of distinguished worths 

Gov. Plumer, of New Hampshire, also a member of this 
Society, died a short time since, at his residence at Epping, 
in the ninetynsecond year of his age. Gov. Plumer was 
distinguished by the various public stations which he occu- 
pied in New Hampshire, through many years of public ser- 

« 

Vice. He was, in addition, a member of the Senate of the 
United States, and died in the enjoyment of the esteem.and 
respect of his fellow-citizens. A native of Newburyport, 
h^ went, early in his career, to New Hampshire, where he 
Bpent his long and active life, taking, as is understood, a 
warm interest in the prosperity and success of this institu- 
tion. 'These venerable, aged, and distinguished patriots, have 
been the connecting link between us and a sturdy race of 
men, distinguished alike for their valor and their wisdom. 
*rhey might be said to belong to the past, but we are thank* 
ful they have been so long spared to us, and have a melan** 
choly pleasure in making this brief record of their virtues 
«uid distinguished services. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

For the Council, 

JOHN DAVIS. 
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REPORT OP THE TREASURER. 

The Treasurer of the American Antiquarian Society, re- 
ports, 
That since the exhibition of his last account, Oct. 

1860, he has received for interest on Notes, and 

dividends on Bank Stock, - - - $912 28 

And that in the same time he has paid for expenses, 

as follows : 

For printing proceedings of the Society, $19 27 

For survey of new Lot, - - - 3 50 

For Books &c., purchased, - - * 48 81 

For Treasurer's compensation, one year, 30 00 

For Librarian's salary, six months, - 360 00 

1461 68 



Increase of the Funds, - - - - 450 70 

The condition of the several Funds is as follows. 

FUND OF $12,000. 

Principal received May 21, 1831, - $11,396 00 
Interest received, more tlian payments to 

Librarian, - . - - 2,358 82 

$13,754 82 

Bank Stock, • . . * . 2,500 00 

Notes, 10,850 00 

Cash account, - - - • 404 82 

$18,764 81 

FUND OF $6,000. 

Balan<5e of account, Oct. 1850, - $12,098 89 
Interest account, - - - - 443 00 

Gadi acooont, >• . ^ « 692 86 

$18,22876 
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Bank Stock, $3,800 00 

Worcester and Nashua Eailroad Bond, 428 75 

Notes, 9,000 00 



413,228 75 



RESIDUARY FUND. 

Balance of original Fund, " • 25,20 

Interest account, - . • • 4,442 32 

$4,467 52 

Notes, 1,400 00 

Bank Stock, 1,200 00 

Expense account, - - - - 1,129 07 

Gash account. Balance, ^ - • 738 45 



44,467 52 



Fund of $12,000 - - - 13,754 82 

Fund of $5,000, - - - 12,536 39 

Residuary Fund, - - - 4,467 52 

Middlebury Estate, - 500 00 



-$31,258 73 



SAMUEL JENNISON, Treasure. 
April 21, 1851. 



REPORT OP THE LIBRARIAN. 

The Librarian has to report at this time the addition to 
the library of 98 volumes and 191 pamphlets. There will 
also be an increase of about 40 boimd volumes of newspa- 
pers, when the files that have been arranged shall be return- 
ed from the bindery. 

The most useful contribution recently made to the Socie- 
ty's collections, is that of thirty-nine volumes of general 
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biography, handsomely bound, comprising the Dictionary of 
Chalmers and that of the Society for the diflfusion of useful 
knowledge. These were presented by the Honorable 
Stephen Seilisbury, who had previously bestowed a set of 
the Biographic Universelle, in eighty-two volumes. 

So opportune and liberal a supply to a very important de- 
partment of the library, before quite deficient, deserves a 
most grateful acknowledgement. 

The accessions have not generally been of a character 
either curious or rare, so much as of substantial utility ; yet 
a few may deserve to be particularized as not being of a 
common-place description* 

The Society has for some time had in its possession a 
collection of Political and Religious Tracts of the period of 
the English Commonwealth, which are valuable in them- 
selves, and not often found in this country. To these the 
Librarian has had the fortune to add another interesting 
volume obtained at an auction sale in New York. It con- 
tains thirty-six speeches delivered in the British Parliament, 
in 1640-41, by the most distinguished political leaders. 
The name of William Penn appears on several of the title 
pages in the chirography of that period, and there are mar- 
ginal notes and an index in the same hand-writing. The 
Tracts were, in all probability, the property of Admiral Sir 
William Penn, the father of the founder of Pennsylvania. 
President John Adams, in his diary, under date of July 18th, 
1766, rejoices over the discovery of a similar volume in a 
chest of books belonging to a man who died forty-five years 
before. Some of the speeches are mentioned by his editor, 
and, although the dates do not correspond with those in our 
volume, the speakers are the same. 

Although sermons preached before the Long Parliament 
are occasionally met with, the speeches are believed to be 
quite rare in this country. 
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Another volume of much interest, is a copy of Herodotus 
in Latin, printed at Rome, as the colophon tells us, " in domo 
nobilis viri Petri de Maximis anno salutis 1475." This 
edition has been a subject of investigation among bibliogra- 
phers and antiquaries. The typography has a very exact 
resemblance to that of Sweynheim and Pannartz ; but the 
book is supposed to have been printed by the latter alone, 
and to be one of the last executed in the house of Peter de 
Maximis. It was received from George Brinley, Jr. Esq., 
of Hartford, Conn., and was accompanied by the "Geneal^ 
ogy of the very illustrious, very ancient, and sometimes 
sovreign House of La Tour," in two imperial folio volumes 
splendidly illustrated, printed in 1709. 

The elegant volume of Mr. Schoolcraft's Ethnological 
Researches, published under the direction of the United 
States Bureau of Indian Affairs, has been presented by Hon, 
John Davis. This is only Part I. of Mr. Schoolcraft's in- 
tended publications, relating to the aboriginal inhabitants of 
the United States, under the patronage of our national gov- 
■emment ; and it is worthy of remark, £is bearing upon a 
subject of investigation early entered upon by this Society, 
and now supposed to be nearly exhausted, that he expresses 
«n opinion as the result of all researches, that "it must re- 
quire a heated imagination to perceive much, if anything at 
all, beyond the hunter state of arts, as it existed at the time 
•of the Scandinavian and Columbian discoveries." 

With all that has been done, and all that is now in pro- 
:gress, towards an examination of the monuments the extinct 
races of the West have left behind them, a limit to the 
necessity or expediency of appropriating a portion of the 
funds of this Institution to that object exclusively, may soon 
l>e realized. 

For several years past, the transmission from Congress 
of public documents to which the Society is entitled under 
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the Resolve of Dec. 1, 1814, has been irregular and incom- 
jdete. A careful revision of that portion of our collections, 
with a view to an effort for the supply of deficiencies, has 
been for some time in contemplation ; and it has fortunately 
happened that a member of the Society, the Rev. Mr. Hale, 
has had occasion to spend a few weeks at the Capitol, with 
leisure and disposition to give attention to this particular 
subject. A list of the documents heretofore received has 
been forwarded to him; and through his kindness and per^ 
severance we are likely to obtain, from the accumulation of 
publications to which the Society is fairly entitled, a consid^ 
erable addition to that department of the library. 

It is presumed that the prospect of a new building will 
render it expedient to defer the preparation of a new cata- 
logue until the books shall have undergone the process of 
removal and re-arrangement. The proposed method of con- 
struction, intended to bring each volume within easy reach 
of the hand, will greatly facilitate the registration of titles. 

In a note recently received from Professor Jewett, he 
states that the experiments at the Smithsonian Institution 
seem to render certain the success of Mr. Warren's inven- 
tion for stereotyping. The system will probably be fairly 
tested before this Society will have need to employ it. 

Books, pamphlets, or files of newspapers, have been re- 
ceived from the following individuals and associations. 

Hon. John W. Lincoln, Worcester. 

The Philadelphia Baptist Association. 

Rev. R. W. Clark, Portsmouth, N. H. 

Edward Jarvis, M. D., Dorchester. 

The Providence Atheneum. 

The New Jersey Historical Society. 

Hon. R. C. Winthrop, Boston. 

Freeman Himt, Esq., New York. 
3 
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The Maine Historical Society, 
• A. H. Maltby, Esq., New Haven. 

Lieut. Col. J. D. Graham, U. S. Engineers. 

Rev. Preston Cummings, Dighton. 

Hon. Stephen Salisbury, Worcester. 

Prof. North, Hamilton College, N. Y. 

Henry Stevens, Esq., Bamet, Vt. 

The Alabama Historical Society. 

J. W. Tucker, Esq., City Clerk, Roxbury. 

Miss M. C. Gay, Suffield, Conn. 

The Regents of the University, N. Y. 

John Downes, Esq., Philadelphia. 

J. Wingate Thornton, Esq., Boston. 

Henry J. Howland, Worcester. 

Samuel A. Green, Groton. 

The American Philosophical Society. 

Rev. S. P. Clark, Athol. 

Hon. George Denny, Westborough. 

Miss E. P. Paine, Worcester. 

The New York Mercantile Library Association. 

The Trustees of the State Library, N. Y. 

J. G. Cogswell, Esq., Astor Library, N. Y. 

George Sumner, Worcester. 

The Boston Society of Natural History. 

The Committee on the Library of Harvard College. 

A. Hutchinson & Co., Booksellers, Worcester. 

J. H. C. Campbell, Boston. 

Hon. Charles Allen, Worcester. 

Charles L. Putnam, Esq., Worcester. 

Geo. Brinley, Jr., Esq., Hartford, Conn. 

Rev. Edward E. Hale, Worcester. 

George Chandler, M. D., Worcester. 

The American Peace Society. 
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Rev. N. W. Williams, Buxton, Me. 
Rev. R. M. Devens, Worcester. 
E. W. Lincoln, Esq., Worcester. 
Hon. Rejoice Newton, Worcester. 
Nathaniel B. ShurtleflF, M. D., Boston. 
Hon. John Davis, Worcester. 
P. W. Paine, Esq., Worcester, 
Isaac O. Barnes, Esq., Boston. 
The Maryland Historical Society. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

S. F. HAVEN, Librarian. 



ANNUAL MEETING. 

OCTOBER 23, 1851. 
At Antiquabian Hall, in Wobcesteb. 

Hon. John Davis, Vice President, in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The several Reports of the Council, the Treasurer, the 
Librarian, and the Committee of Publication, were read. 

The Report of the Treasurer was referred to an Auditing 
Committee, consisting of Hon. John W. Lincoln, and Hon, 
Benjamin P. Thomas, with instructions to make their re^ 
port to the Council. 

Voted, That the subject of preparing for a celebration on 
the completion of a new library building, suggested in the 
report of the Council, be referred to the Council. 

Voted, To refer the several Reports to the Conmiittee of 
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Publication, for such disposition as they may deem expe- 
dient. 

The following gentlemen were elected members of the 
Society. 

Robert Bigsby, LL. D. of Asby-de-la-Zouch, G. B. 

Hon. Geo. P. Marsh, U. S. Minister at Constantinople* 

Peter Force, Esq., Washington, D. C. 

Prof. Joseph Henry, " " 

Prof Charles C. Jewett, « " 

Charles Deane, Esq., Cambridge. 

Rev. Francis Wayland, D. D., Providence, R. I. 

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers for 
the ensuing year, and the following gentlemen were chosen* 

President 
Hon, Edward Everett, LL. D., of Cambridge, 

Vice Presidents. 

Hon. John Davis, LL. D., of Worcester. 

Rev. William B. Spragite, D. D., of Albany, N. Y# 

CoundL 

Hon. Levi Lincoln, LL. D., of Worcester. 
Hon. James C. Merrill, " Boston. 

Rev. Charles Lowell, D. D., " Boston. 
Frederick Wm. Paine, Esq., " Worcester. 
John Green, M. D., " Worcester. 

Joseph Willard, Esq., " Boston. 

Hon. Emory Washburn, " Worcester. 

Hon. Stephen Salisbitrv, " Worcester. 
Hon. Alfred D. Foster, " Worcester. 
Hon. Isaac Davis, " Worcester. 

Secretary of Foreign Correspondence, 
Jared Sparks, LL. D., of Cambridge. 
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Secretary of Domestic Correspondence* 
Ron. Benjamin P. Thomas, of Worcester. 

Recording Secretary. 
Hon. Rejoice Newton, of Worcester. 

Treasurer. 
Samuel Jennison, Esq., of Worcester. 

Com/mittee of Publication. 

Samuel P. Haven, Esq., of Worcester. 
Rev. Edward E. Hale, " Worcester. 
George Livermore, Esq., ^< Cambridge. 



PROM THE REPORT OP THE COUNCIL. 

The available resources of the Society, apart from the 
estate where the library is situated, amount to $29,937,21, 
in three distinct funds, commonly described by their original 
designations, viz : The Pund of twelve thousand dollars ; 
the Pimd of five thousand dollars ; and the Residuary Pund. 

The nature and condition of the investments are exhibit- 
ed in the following abstract of the report of the Treasurer. 



RESIDUARY FUND 



Notes, . .. - . 
Oxford Bank Stock, 
Quinsigamond Bank Stock, 
Worcester Bank Stock, 
Expense Account, 
Cash> .. * . . 



$1,400 00 

400 00 

600 00 

200 00 

1,922 92 

5414 
$4,574 06 
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Balance of original Fond, ... $25 20 

Interest received, ... - 4,548 86 

$4,574 06 

FUND OF $12,000. 

Blackstone Bank Stock, ... 50000 

Citizens' Bank Stock, - - - 1,100 00 

Fitchburg Bank Stock, - - - 600 00 

Ccmitral Bank Stock, ... 300 00 

Notes, 10,550 00 

Cash, 535 18 

$13,585 18 

Original Amount received, - - 11,396 00 

Interest received exceeding salary psdd Li- 

brarian, .... 2,18918 



418,585 18 



FUND OF $5,000. 

Worcester Bank Stock, - - - 900 00 

Citizens' Bank Stock, ... 400 00 

Shawmut Bank Stock, - - . 2,500 00 

Nashua Bailroad Bond, ... 428 75 

Notes, 9,000 00 



$13,228 75 



Original Fund, .... 5,00000 

By Interest &c., received, - - 8,200 89 

Cash Account, 27 86 

$13,228 75 

Kesiduary Fund, ... 2,651 14 

Fund of 12,000, - - - 13,585 18 



Fund of $5,000, - - - 13,200 89 
Mortgage on estate in Middlebury, 500 00 



$29,937 21 



If we add to these cash funds the remaining 
assets of the Society, we may estimate the 
value of the lot and library building at the 
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sum of $8,000 00 

•The books and other collections at - - 40,000 00 
-A lot of land at the comer of Main and High- 
land streets, the gift of Hon. Stephen Salis- 
bury, at 3,000 00 

151,000 00 
Cash Funds, 29,937 21 

Total property of the Association, - - 80,937 21 

The present library building is not only too small to ac- 
commodate the collections, but these have suflFered injury 
from the dampness of the location. This subject was 
brought seriously to the consideration of the Society, at the 
last annual meeting, and a Committee was then chosen to 
consider that part of the report of the Council which rela- 
ted to repairs and alterations of the old building, or, in lieu 
thereof, the erection of a new one on some other site. At a 
subsequent meeting, the Society authorized the construction 
of a new edifice ; and in pursuance of that authority a suit- 
able lot has been selected, and the general features of a de- 
sign agreed upon. A portion of the materials for its con- 
struction have also been purchased ; and it is hoped that 
before another annual meeting, the building will be ready 
for the reception of the library. The plans &c., were fur- 
nished by Mr. T. A. TeflFt of Providence. The building 
will be fifty feet in width, eighty feet in length, and two 
stories in height. The style is Italian ; and the materials 
are to be brick and freestone. The principal apartment will 
contain upwards of forty thousand volumes. 

Prom the income of the Fund of five thousand dollars, 
an appropriation was made for the purpose of procuring the 
services of Mr. I. A. Lapham of Milwaukie, Wisconsin, for a 



24 

survey of the aboriginal works of that region. Mr. Lapham 
has been engaged a portion of the past and present year, 
and the results of his labors promise to be of much interest. 
The Council have entered into an arrangement with the 
Smithsonian Institution relative to the publication of these 
results, which will be explained in the report of the Pub- 
Ushing Committee, to which the Council would refer. 

As the next anniversary will complete the tenth olympiad 
since the incorporation of the Society, and as it is believed 
that the new building will then be ready for occupation, the 
OouncQ respectfully suggest the propriety of making arrange- 
ments for suitably noticing that period in its history, by a 
public address, and other appropriate exercises. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

For the Council, 

ISAAC DAVIS. 



PROM THE REPORT OF THE LIBRAR[AN. 

The whole number of volumes added to the library since 
the meeting of the Society in April, is two hundred and 
thirteen. 

The number of pamphlets received, is one hundred and 
forty-six. 

The number of newspapers received in files, or as issued, 
is seventeen. 

The following is a list of the associations, individuals, 
and other sources, from whence donations have been received. 
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Freeman Hunt, Esq., Editor of the Merchant's Maga- 
zine, N. Y. 
The Congress of the United States. 
Prof. Charles C. Jewett, of the Smithsonian Institution, 
The Rhode Island Historical Society. 
The Socit5t(5 de Geographic of Paris. 
Rev. Kazlitt Arvme, West Boylston. 
The Boston Mercantile Library Association. 
John Downes, Esq., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Henry Stevens, Esq., London. 
Rev. Wm. B. Sprague, D. D., Albany, N. Y. 
Hon. Edward Everett, Boston. 
Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, M. D., Boston. 
John H. Boynton, So. Coventry, Conn. 
Charles W. Parsons, M. D., Providence, R. L 
Usher Parsons, M. D., Providence, R. I. 
Rev. Alonzo Hill, D. D., Worcester. 
Samuel Willard, Deerfield. 
The Regents of the University of New Y6rk, 
A. Benedict Davenport, Esq., Brooklyn, L. I. 
Professor Joseph Henry, of the Smithsonian Institution, 
The American Philosophical Society. 
T. D. Isham, Esq., Boston. 
The American Bible Society. 
Hon. Joel Parker, Cambridge. 
Hon. Theophilus Parsons, Cambridge, 
The New Jersey Historical Society. 
Samuel A. Green, Groton. 
Rev. Edward E. Hale, Worcester. 
Samuel Andrews, Esq., Boston. 
The Royal Geographical Society of London, 
J. O. Halliwell, Esq., F. R. S., London, 
The Smithsonian Institution. 
4 
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Benjamin P. Rice, Worcester*. 

Rev. S. Adlam, Newport, R. I. 

Hon. R. 0. Winthrop, Boston. 

Rev. Daniel Dana, D. D,, Newbmyport. 

The General Assembly of Rhode Island* 

George Livermore, Esq., Cambridge. 

Hon. Isaac Davis, Worcester* 

L. Lea, Esq., Com'r of Indian affairs, Washington, D. 0* 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Hon. Alfred D. Poster, Worcester. 

Hon. John W. Lincoln, Worcester* 

The Editor of the Boston Gourieri 

The Editor of the Christian Watchman and Reflector* 

The Editor of the Worcester Spy. 

The Editor of the National ^gis. 

The Editor of the Worcester Daily Transcript. 

Messrs. Pratt and Howe, Worcester* 

John Whitney, Bolton. 

R. B. Hall, Boston. 

Sixteen volumes and six pamphlets have been purchased* 

Respectfully submitted, 

S. F. HAYEN, Ubrarian. 
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REPORT Of THE COMMITTEE OF PtBLlCATIOIf* 

It will be remembered that, in February 1860, an arrange* 
tnent was entered into with Mr. I. A. Lapham of Milwaukie, 
Wisconsin, for a survey of the aboriginal mounds in that 
State and its vicinity, at the expense of the Society. It was 
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understood that Mr. Lapham was to prepare a memoir upon 
the subject, to accompany and elucidate his drawings ; and 
that these, if accepted as satisfactory, were to be published 
in an elaborate and handsome form, and a number of copies, 
not specified, placed at the disposal of the author, as a 
compensation for his services. 

In piusuance of this agreement, Mr. Lapham (as he in- 
forms the Committee) has been occupied, during the favora- 
ble months of the past and present seasons, in traversing the 
country, exploring the earth-works, and collecting materials 
for a memoir. The drawings already prepared are said to 
be numerous and interesting ; differing materially from those 
of aboriginal remains that are found in other portions of the 
country, and constituting an important sequel to previous 
publications upon that subject. There are, however, still 
other localities to be examined, and points of interest to be 
considered, requiring farther time and labor, to which Mr. 
Ijapham has more recently been giving his attention. 

About the first of June last, a letter was received from 
the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, stating that a 
communication had been sent to that Institution, on the 
mounds of the same region, by a Mr. Pidgeon, and another 
from Mr. P. R. Hoy, respecting a series of interesting re- 
searches in which he had himself been engaged. It was pro» 
posed by Professor Henry, that as this Society had a suitable 
agent employed in surveying that region, these explorations 
should be prosecuted to their completion under the auspices 
of the Society ; and that, if deemed desirable, an abstract 
of the results should be printed among its proceedings ; but, 
as the Smithsonian Institution had published, in an elaborate 
and expensive form, an account of other aboriginal works, 
it should be allowed to publish the full description of these, 
in a corresponding style. It was suggested that full credit 
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for the material with respect to both substance and form, 
might be secured to the Antiquarian Society, and a sufficient 
number of extra copies furnished for its distribution. The 
plan of the Smithsonian Institution, said Prof. Henry, "is 
to co-operate as far as possible with other institutions, and 
not to interfere with them;" and "the advantage of the 
course proposed would be the more efficient prosecution of 
the work ; the presentation of the results in a uniform style ; 
and a wider diffusion of a knowledge of them.'' 

The letter of Prof. Henry having been submitted to the 
Council, it was referred to this Committee, with instructions 
to give the subject proper consideration and report thereon 
at a future meeting. 

By correspondence with Prof. Henry, it was ascertained 
that an arrangement could be made to secure to the Anti- 
quarian Society, full credit for its labors ; that the memoir 
if printed by the Smithsonian Institution, would be with a 
separate title and paging, and therefore complete in itself; 
and would bear on its title-page the statement that the ex- 
plorations were made at the expense, and under the direction 
of the Antiquarian Society ; and moreover, that in a preface 
there might be given a brief statement of the origin of the 
explorations, and the reasons why it had been thought ad- 
visable for the Antiquarian Society and the Smithsonian 
Institution to join in co-operation. On the other hand, the 
Smithsonian Institution would expect that the memoir would 
be critically examined by a Commission of the Antiquarian 
Society, and that the latter would be responsible for the 
character of the publication. 

From Mr. Lapham it was ascertained, that the Smithsoni- 
an Institution had furnished him with a sketch of a series 
of mounds laid down without survey, by Mr. Pidgeon (the 
gentlemen referred to in Prof. Henry's letter), as extending 
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in a system over one hundred miles, as if for telegraphic 
purposes; a feature very remarkable, but, in Mr. Lapham's 
opinion, requiring confirmation ; — that Dr. Hoy (the other 
gentleman named by Prof. Henry) had contributed the re- 
sults of his own labors to be included in Mr. Lapham's 
survey ; and that Prof Lathrop, of Beloit College, and some 
others, had tendered assistance or information towards the 
completion of his work. 

With regard to the publication Mr. Lapham expressed no 
preference, except that the size of the volumes of the Smith- 
sonian contributions was better adapted to the necessary 
plates than that of this Society's transactions ; and that he 
should not wish to have his work issued in a style inferior 
to the memoir of Messrs. Squier & Davis in the former. 
He had been applied to by Prof Henry, and had informed 
him of his existing engagements with this Society. 

After deliberate consideration of all questions bearing upon 
the subject, the Committee reported the facts of the case to 
the Council, with a statement of their impression that nei- 
ther the interests nor the credit of the Society would suflFer 
from an adoption of the plan of co-operation suggested by 
Prof. Henry, and recommending that the proposition of the 
Smithsonian Institution be assented to. The Council hav- 
ing voted to accept the report of the Committee, and having 
authorized them to carry such an arrangement into eflfect, 
the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution has been in- 
formed that when the memoir and drawings of Mr. Lapham 
have been prepared for the press, under the direction of this 
Society, they will be submitted to the Institution for publi- 
cation, in the manner proposed. 

How soon Mr. Lapham's labors will be completed, and 
his materials digested for printing, your Committee are un- 
able to say. It is presumed however, that the field notes 
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will be finished this fall, and the memoir prepared in the 
course of the winter. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

For the Committee, 

S. F. HAVEN. 



ANNUAL MEETING. 

APRIL 28, 1852. 

At the Booms of the Amebican Academt of Abts and ScisNCiSy 

IN Boston. 

Hon. Edward Everett, President, in the chair. 

The Report of the Council, and the Reports of the Treas- 
urer and Librarian attached thereto, were severally read. 

It was voted, to refer these reports to the Council, with a 
view to the publication of such portions as they may 
deem expedient. 

Hon. John W. Lincoln, and Hon. Benjamin F. Thomas, 
were appointed a Conunittee to audit the account of the 
Treasurer. 

It was voted, to accept the Act of the Legislature of 
Massachusetts, approved by the Governor, March 6th, 1852, 
entitled " An Act in addition to an Act to incorporate the 
American Antiquarian Society." 

Benjamin F. French, Esq. of New York, proposed by the 
Council, was elected a member of the Society. 

The meeting was then dissolved. 
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REPORT OP THE COUNCIL. 

The principal subject which has occupied the attention 
of the Council since the last meeting of the Society, has 
been the completion of arrangements for erecting a new 
library building. 

They are happy in being able to state that these arrange- 
ments have at length been completed in a manner that prom- 
ises to be appropriate and satisfactory. 

It has not been an easy task to provide for the construc- 
tion of an edifice affording accommodations sufficient for 
our purposes, and of a suitable character, with limited means. 
The Council have acted upon the principle that, at all events, 
the integrity of the original funds of the Society should be 
maintained, and that the incumbrance of a debt should, if 
possible, be avoided. Yet the time had arrived when a con- 
siderable expenditure was absolutely essential to the safety 
and preservation of the Society's collections. There re- 
mained only the choice between extensive and costly repairs 
Upon the old building, and the erection of a new one. To 
the first alternative was also attached the probable necessity 
of enlargement, without the practicability of securing such 
conveniences as the wants and interests of the Institution 
demand. Moreover, a change of locality seemed quite as 
important as any other measure of improvement ; and this 
manifest expediency served to turn the scale, in favor of that 
application of the Society's resources which alone promised 
to be permanently advantageous. 

It has fortimately happened in this juncture, that the right 
to dispose of the estate now occupied, had previously been 
secured; and that, by careful management and economy, 
other resources had been provided for such an exigency* 
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A comparison of the market value of the real estate in 
its neighborhood, seemed to justify the expectation that 
from six to eight thousand dollars might be realized from a 
sale of the present site of the library. To this could be 
added the accumulation of interest saved from the income 
of thfe Society ; which in the course of twenty years had 
grown to an amount somewhat exceeding six thousand dol- 
lars. It was therefore believed that the sum of twelve 
thousand dollars could prudently be applied to the erection 
of a new edifice ; and it was hoped that this might prove a 
competent appropriation, especially after a favorable lot of 
land had been generously bestowed for the location. A va- 
riety of plans and estimates were examined, which, if fiu-- 
nishing the necessary accommodations, were found to exceed 
in cost the means at our disposal. At length a design was 
tendered by Mr. T. A. Teflft, of Providence, which seemed 
to combine the requisites of convenience, economy, and a 
pleasing external appearance. As the estimate of the archi- 
tect fell within the appropriation of the Council, his plan, 
which proved generally satisfactory, was, without hesitation, 
adopted, and he was requested to proceed to the preparation 
of details and specifications. When, after much delay, the 
drawings and specifications were completed, it was ascer- 
tained that the design as then arranged, could not be carried 
into execution, except at an expense much exceeding the 
original intention, unless at the sacrifice of many of its 
most material orn£unents, if not also to some extent of its 
durability and convenience. 

At this crisis, a proposition was made by the Hon. Stephen 
Salisbury to contribute the sum of $5000, towards the erec- 
tion of the building, on condition that the Council would 
grant the use of the principal apartment in the basement, 
for a public library, during such a period of time as would 
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probably elapse before it would be required for our own col- 
lections. 

The Council have no doubt that the Society will unite 
with them in their grateful appreciation of so liberal and 
timely a gift, and sanction their assent to its provisions. 

Fortified by this large addition to their resources, they 
have felt at liberty to carry out the entire design of the 
architect ; 'and have closed a contract with a builder whose 
proposals (being the lowest tendered) are to furnish the 
materials and complete the structure in every particular, 
above the ground, for $15,400. The period assigned for 
the fulfilment of the contract is the 23d day of October 
next. Yet, unless the season should be more than common- 
ly warm and dry, it can hardly be anticipated that the con- 
dition of the masonry will render so early a finishing advis- 
able, or a removal of the books before another spring ju- 
dicious. 

The building is to be a simple parallelogram, fifty feet 
wide, eighty feet in length, and forty-two feet high from 
the ground to the eaves. The body of the walls is to be of 
pressed brick, with a base of freestone, and bold quoin-work 
in freestone at the corners. A double belt of freestone is to 
encircle the building between the stories ; and the windows, 
which are arched, are to be cased in the same material. 
Around the windows of the lower or basement story the 
stone is to be dressed in rustic style, and about those above 
to be finished with sills, pilasters, caps, and moulded archi- 
traves. The entrance is to be at the end, through a loggia 
of freestone with three arches. The roof will have a low 
Italian pitch, and a deep cornice ornamented with modillions. 
The basement story, within, besides the vestibule, will af- 
ford a room for a cabinet, an ofiice, a packing room, and an 
apartment 46 feet square, occupying the whole width of the 
building in the rear, which is to be appropriated, as before 

.5 
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staj/id. lA a TwiViir librarv. nnril needed br the Society. A 
5tai--'«"aT f^n each siie of the passage to this apartment, will 
lead l/» the st^rv abore. Oa the second floor will be the 
ajartm^ni intended for the Antiquarian library: and the 
remaining sjeuce in front, is so divided as to afford a Council 
room, a packin? room, and two private offices. 

The librar}' room is to be finished with alcoves twenty- 
four feet five inches in height. At seven feet from the floor 
an iron sallerv is to be carried around the whole : and at a 
future day a second gallery may, when required, be inserted 
at an equal distance from the first. The entrance to the al- 
coves is to be arched. The ceiling without the alcoves is also 
to be arched, and to have a circular skv-li^ht in the centre. 
Each alcove fthe number being eleven) will have an entire 
window to itself, and it is estimated that they will together 
contain about 43^000 volumes. The architectural ornaments 
of the interior are intended to be simple but gracefiil, and 
not wanting in any features that are appropriate to the style 
of the building. All the appointments belonging to the 
most approved methods of warming and ventilation are also 
meant to be adopted. It should be stated that, besides the 
rooms already mentioned, there will be an attic over the front 
part of the building, accessible from one of the offices, which 
may be very convenient for storage. 

With this general description, the Society are referred to 
the plans herewith presented, for an exhibition of the details 
of form and arrangement. 

Deeming it expedient that the right of the Society to 
hold both real and personal property should be extended 
beyond the limit assigned by the charter, the Council ap- 
plied to the Legislature for such additional authority. 

An Act, in addition to an Act to incorporate the American 
Antiquarian Society, has accordingly been passed, authoriz- 
ing and empowering the Society to hold, for the purposes 
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for which it was incorporated, real estate, the annual in- 
come of which shall not exceed the sum of five thousand 
dollars, and personal estate, which, exclusive of books, 
papers, and articles in its cabinet, shall not exceed the sum 
of one hundred thousand dollars. 

A copy of the Act accompanies this Report, and is submit- 
ted to the Society for their acceptance. 

The statements of the Treasurer and the Librarian are 
attached to this Report. 

It will be seen by the accoimt of the former, that, on the 
16th day of the present month, the aggregate of funds in 
his hands, was $29,618,74 ; and that 1460 dollars and 88 
cents have been expended in preparations for building ; of 
which $590 were for materials that are embraced in the 
contract. 

The Report of the Librarian exhibits a very considerable 
and gratifying increase of books and pamphlets within the 
past six months. The principal additions, and the neimes 
of donors, are designated in the report. The thanks of the 
Society are largely due to the friends who have contributed 
so freely to its collections. 

The Council have been called to lament the loss of a 
venerable member of the Society, for many years an asso- 
ciate at their Board. 

Dr. John Park, whose decease occurred on the 2d of 
March last, was born at Windham, N. H., in the year 1775, 
and was graduated at Dartmouth College in 1791. After 
being employed for a period of time as preceptor of an 
academy at Framingham, in this State, he adopted the pro- 
fession of medicine ; and, being appointed to the office of 
surgeon in the navy, he was for several years connected 
with one or more of our national vessels in active service. 
Preferring a difierent and more settled mode of life, he be- 
came a citizen of Boston ; and, in 1803, established the New 
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England Repository, a literary and political Journal, which^ 
during a period of stormy and exciting politics, he edited 
with energy and ability, enjoying the confidence and friend- 
ship of Ames, Cabot, and other eminent statesmen. Having 
a taste, as well as a remarkable faculty, for instruction, he 
ultimately devoted himself to that pursuit. His school for 
young ladies soon acquired a pre-eminent reputation } and 
many of the most accomplished Women of New Englaaid, 
owe their intellectual culture to his skill and attention. la 
1831, he retired from active business Eind renK)ved to Wor- 
cester. The same year he was elected a member of thi« 
Society ; and from 1832 to 1843, he was a member of the 
CounciJ, and one of the Publishing Committee. As chair-* 
man of that Committee, he assisted in revising the written 
catalogue of the library, and preparing it for the press. The 
introductory chapter was from his pen. In all his under- 
takings Dr. Park was distinguished for thoroughness and 
accuracy. He added exact and critical cultivation to that 
natural balance of the faculties which insures consistency 
of purpose and of conduct* He possessed a clear and solid 
judgment, firmly established principles, and a conscience 
more than ordinarily scrupulous. He was imiformly urbane 
and genial in his manners ; and both his self-respect and his 
consideration for the self-respect of others were unaffected 
and unvarying. He had accumulated a valuable and ex- 
tensive classical and general library, of which, as will be 
seen by the Report of the Librarian, a useful and liberal 
portion has been presented by his representatives to the So- 
ciety. The Council gladly avail themselves of this oppor- 
tunity to pay a passing tribute of respect to his memory. 
Respectfully submitted. 

For the Council, 

S. F. HAVEN. 
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REPORT OP THE TREASURER. 

The Treasurer reports the following statement of the 
funds, &c., of the Society, April 16, 1852. 

On Account of General or Residuary Fund. 

He charges himself with the balance of said account, $145,34 

For Interest received, 4,582,86 

Cash, 871,50 



$5,599,70 



And is credited, by notes, 

Oxford Bank Stock, 
Quinsigamond Bank Stock, 

Worcester Bank Stock, 
Expense account, 



$1,400,00 

400,00 
600,00 

200,00 
2,999,70 



45,599,70 



On Account of Fund of $12,000. 

He is charged for amount received, May, 1831, $11,396,00 

Interest received, exceeding payment of the Librarian, 1,829,18 

« a a i< a u 519,97 



$13;745,15 



And is credited as follows : 
Blackstone Bank Stock, 
Citizens' Bank Stock, 
Fitchburg Bank Stock, 
Central Bank Stock, 
Notes, - .. .. 
Cash account, - 



$500,00 

1,100,00 

600,00 

300,00 

10,450,00 

795,15 



■$13,745,15 



On Account of Fund of $5000. 

He is charged for present amount of said Fund, 
And is credited. 



$13,645,09 
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Worcester Bank Stock, - - - ^900,00 

Citizens' Bank Stock, - - - 400,00 

Shawmut Bank Stock, - - - 2,500,00 

Notes, 9,400,00 

Cash Account, - . . - 445,09 



413,645,09 



JRecapitulation, 

Amount of General Fund, - - - - $1,728,50 

Amount of Fund of $12,000, .... 13,745,15 

Amount of Fund of J5,000, - - - - 13,645,09 

Mortgage, (Middlebury) 500,00 

$29,618,74 
Payments have been made on account of new building, 
For excavating and removing stone, - $793,85 

For bricks, 590,00 

For plans, and lumber, - - - 77,03 

$1,460,88 

SAMUEL JENNISON, Treasurer. 



REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 

The whole number of books, of every description, added 
to the library since the 23d of October last, is 957 ; and 
the number of pamphlets received during the same time, is 
1158. 

The value of accessions to any particular collection of 
books, depends upon their adaptation to the uses and pur- 
poses for which the collection is made. 

The object of the Antiquarian Society is to gather the 
materials of past and passing history, to preserve them for 
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the benefit of the present generation, and to transmit them 
to generations that are to succeed. These materials are as 
various as the interests, occupations, habits, and customs of 
society. They are therefore not limited to elaborate pub- 
lications or manuscripts formally designed for preservation ; 
but embrace every incidental illustration of daily life, of 
public sentiment, and of the private peculiarities, conduct, 
and influences, whose eiggregate constitutes the condition 
and character of the community. 

The exponents of all transitory aspects of human society 
are apt themselves to be fugitive and perishable ; and hence 
peculiar care, and attention seasonably bestowed, are requi- 
site to save them from oblivion. When chance, or unwont- 
ed forethought, has transmitted to us the most trivial relics 
of a remote period, we regard them with singular interest, 
and are often astonished at the amount of light they shed 
upon domestic manners, and sometimes upon important civil 
or political institutions. A ballad, a political squib, a hand- 
bill, a school-book, a merchant's ledger, a dilapitated news- 
paper, or pamphlet, are found to be matters of infinite sig- 
nificancy ; and by the aid of such fragments the framework 
of society may often be reconstructed, as the outlines of 
ancient temples are imagined from the character and propor- 
tions of their remains. 

However self-evident these observations may seem, the 
principles of conservation which they suggest are far from 
being generally regarded in practice, and are seldom appre- 
ciated to the full extent of their importance. 

They have been brought to mind by the nature of a por- 
tion of our recent accessions, whose antiquarian interest may 
be exemplified by the reflections which some of them are 
calculated to inspire. 

At the decease of an aged person, whose family mansion^ 
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or in more expressive anglo-saxon, whose homestead has 
been, not only the centre of life's experiences, but the store- 
house of their memorials, there will be left behind not mere- 
ly a pecuniary estate, but a different species of property more 
private and personal, — ^the books and papers whose accumu- 
lation, commencing in childhood, was continued through 
the growth and maturity of the individual, forming the char- 
acter according to the impress of the time ; whose remains 
are the fossils in which that impress is embalmed, the skele- 
ton of the form in which the spirit of an age has lived, the 
likeness of a period of human history. 

The school books of former days are the representatives 
of obsolete systems of education ; their coarse and dingy 
paper, and blotted wood-cuts, are vivid illustrations of the 
condition of the mechanic arts ; and their progressive chan- 
ges are annals replete wjth information to the student of 
intellectual philosophy. 

A sermon preached by the village pastor on some special 
occasion opens a vista of local events and temporary circum- 
stances long since forgotten. The pseJm books of Stem- 
hold and Hopkins restore to our imagination the machinery 
of musical worship a generation ago. Such works as the 
Commimicant's Companion, and Mather's Early Religion 
Urged, portray the usages of ecclesiastical discipline and do- 
mestic training to piety. The Mourner's Cordial shows 
how the sorrowing were soothed. They all exhibit the 
prevailing tone of religious sentiment ; while whole shelves 
of controversial theology disclose the points of disputation 
and manifest their multiplicity. Some well worn novel be- 
trays what romance was understood to be when our grand- 
mothers were girls. A Counting House Guide instructs us 
in contemporary habits of trade. An almanac of Ames, or 
Bickerstaff, or Poor Robin or Richard, interleaved as a diary 



41 

of daily incidents and transactions, attains to the dignity of 
a chronicle ; and lo ! a genuine copy of the New England 
Primer (whose uncomipted text is now rarely to be seen) 
appears to view, marshalling a host of ancestral and patriotic 
associations. 

Thus an old family collection of books may be found to 
possess the interest of a historical record. Arranged ac- 
cording to their nature, and in an order corresponding to the 
progress of himian life, each volume proves to be the key 
to facts appropriate to its place in the scale. We may pass 
from the small notes of infancy and childhood to the seri- 
ous chords of maturer age, Eind draw from them an echo of 
the intellectual culture, the moral sense, the literary and ar- 
tistic taste, the political sentiments, and the theological creed, 
of the era and locality to which they belong. 

Suppose, again, that a venerable scholar has departed this 
life ; one who, in addition to professional studies, and ex- 
perience in political controversy, has trained himself to the 
office of a teacher in the various departments of an accom*- 
plished education. How much, from the gradual but long 
continued accumulation upon his shelves, a liberal hand 
might cull for the use of the historian and antiquary, and 
yet leave for the private libraries of his descendants nearly 
all the volumes whose contents or external condition their 
tastes or pursuits would lead them to covet. 

The aids to improvement which a diligent and critical 
student and conscientious teacher had collected in his youth, 
and the multifarious gatherings of a political editor half a 
century since, are stores of information to the annalist. The 
elementary text books and treatises, the Arithmetics, Geog- 
raphies, Grammars, Dictionaries, &c., and the antiquated 
editions of the classics, are " elder if not better soldiers " 
than their successors in the service of mental cultivation, 

6 
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and will be eagerly examined at some distant day, not for 
the light they throw on science, but for that which they 
shed upon the history of education* The political pamph- 
lets, the periodical literature, the infinitely varied publica- 
tions that congregate in the sanctum of an editor, combine 
to form an epitome, or rather an encyclopedia, of the then 
living world without. In them the labors, excitements, and 
occurrences of the day are reflected, and by them their nat- 
ural image may best be transmitted to posterity. Their 
stained and weather-beaten aspect, may exclude them from 
the cases of an ornamental library, but they are entitled, as 
veterans, to an honorable asylum in an institution like ours, 
created for their reception. 

The Society is indebted to Hon. Stephen Salisbury for 
a collection of books and pamphlets, such as were first des- 
cribed. They are in number, one hundred and twenty-eight 
volumes, and three hundred and ninety-five pamphlets; 
many of the latter being the Reports of Societies, and the 
proceedings of philanthropic and charitable institutions. He 
has also deposited one hundred and ten volumes rescued 
from a fire ; and a series of newspapers, the result of twenty 
years accumulation, both numerous and various, among 
which it is believed that many perfect files may be completed 
from imperfect parcels in our possession. 

In the distribution of the library of the late Dr. Park, 
this Society has become the recipient of a valuable share 
through the liberality of Hon. Benjamin F. Thomas. Many 
works that would have tempted most men to secure them 
for their own private use, have been generously transferred 
to the Society, because appropriate to its objects. Some are 
elegant, many are rare, and nearly all are in good condition. 
The whole number of volumes is five hundred and ninety- 
six ; and the number of pamphlets, including unbound peri- 
odicals, is seven hundred and twenty-seven. 
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This contribution, so liberal and beneficent in itself, may 
also serve as a pleasant memorial of a respected member of 
the Society, for a long time one of its Council, and actively 
promoting its interests. 

It is sometimes the case that opportunities occur of mak- 
ing useful additions to the library by the method of ex- 
change ; and this is deemed a special advantage when in- 
complete sets of books may thus be perfected. The Libra- 
rian has had the fortune, in this way, to make up a set of 
" The Universal History,'* of which only twenty Volumes 
of the sixty-five were before in the possession of the Soci- 
ety. The books parted with, were either duplicate or trip- 
licate copies, and such as could very well be spared* 

Modern publications are less likely than others to find 
their way into our library, except by purchase. Many Eng- 
lish illustrated works, of an historical or antiquarian character, 
are occasionally to be met with in the market at extremely 
low prices. Advantage has been taken of these chances to 
procure a variety of diaries, chronicles, memoirs, &c., which 
are beautiful specimens of typography. Thirty-two volumes 
of the recent accessions are of this description, and have 
been obtained at a very moderate cost. 

Twenty-six volumes are Documents of Congress. 

The other sources from which additions have been re- 
ceived, are named in the following list. 

The Boston Society of Natural History. 
Providence Atheneum. 
New Jersey Historical Society. 
New York State Library. 
Soci^t^ de Geographic of Paris. 
Royal Geographical Society of London. 
Alabama Historical Society. 
Smithsonian Institution. 
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L. Lee, Esq., Commissioner of Indian aflfkirs. 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts* 
Hon. R. C. Winthrop. 
N. I. Bowditch, Esq. 
James H. Phelps, Esq. 
Rev. A. D. Williams. 
James Williams, Esq. 
Mr. P. Smith. 
Hon. Charles Allen. 
Dr. George Chandler. 
President Everett. 
Hon. John Davis. 
Rev. Edward E. Hale. 
Rev. Alvan Lamson, D. D. 
The Librarian. 
Hon. John W. Lincoln. 
Rev. J. H. Fairfield. 
Rev. George Allen. 
Miss Mary C. Gay. 
Several anonymous contributors ; 
And the Editors of the followmg publications, viz: 
The Merchant's Magazine. 

" Farmer's Monthly Visitor. 

*^ Advocate of Peace. 

" Boston Semi-weekly Courier. 

" Christian Watchman and Reflector. 
Norton's Literary Gazette. 
The Worcester Spy. 

" Worcester National jEgis. 

" Worcester Transcript. 

Respectfully submitted, 

S. F. HAVEN, lAbrarim, 
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